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f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

The Catholic Church has been shocked by what 
is happening in the Islamic world. And it has dramati-
cally shifted its approach to Islam—especially radical 
Islam. 

Carefully examine this stunning report: “Nearly two years 
after conducting a vigorous international campaign against 
military intervention in Iraq, the Vatican reversed itself.

“The Telegraph, Britain’s leading conservative newspaper, 
reported October 10 that Vatican officials now support a multi-
national military presence 
led by nato to restore or-
der and protect Iraq’s na-
scent democracy. …

“[A]n editorial in the 
newspaper of the Italian 
bishops’ conference, Av-
venire, written by Vit-
torio Parsi, a professor at 
the Catholic University 
of Milan and the newspa-
per’s foreign policy expert, 
bluntly outlined Vatican 
policy: ‘What (the terror-
ists) want is, in fact, not 
“Iraq for the Iraqis,” but 
“Iraq for the assassins.” 
Thus all of Iraq will be-
come a colossal common 
area for fundamentalist 
terrorism, for the brigands of Ba’ath, and for the most extrem-
ist Shiite mullahs. The international community and the West, 
which objectively holds within this community the greatest 
share of power, culture and responsibility, have the duty of 
blocking the realization of this plan. The Atlantic alliance, 
with its attitudes and counterbalances, is the multilateral in-
stitution that can assume the onus of protecting the right of 
the Iraqis to express their political will by voting.’

“Rome’s stance goes beyond a resigned acceptance of un-
comfortable facts or the determination to influence the issue. 
It reflects a gradual yet increased awareness—and fear—of 
jihadism’s growing influence. …

“Rome also appears more willing to advocate a more as-
sertive military presence against jihadist terror, within limits 
governed by international law. …

“When asked whether the God of Christians is the same 
as Allah, [Monsignor Cesare] Mazzolari [bishop of Rumbek 
in Sudan] replied, ‘No way! Where would the concept of the 
Trinity fit in …?’

“Mazzolari stated what many Vatican officials are afraid to 
admit: the ‘clash of civilizations’ is here.

“‘This is just the beginning,’ he said. ‘The church has de-
feated communism, but is just starting to understand its next 
challenge—Islamism, which is much worse. The holy father 
has not been able to take up this challenge due to his old age. 
But the next pope will find himself having to face it.’

“Mazzolari is not alone. [Sandro] Magister [who has cov-
ered the Vatican for more than 25 years] wrote that when 
bishops from around the world report personally to the pope, 
‘many of those hailing from Muslim countries think just like 

Mazzolari. And, when in 
audience with the pope, 
some of these bishops even 
speak up about it.’

“[Vatican secretary of 
state Angelo] Sodano, the 
Vatican’s second-most 
powerful cardinal, has been 
listening. ‘The big problem 
of the future will be our re-
lationship with the Islamic 
world,’ he told the Italian 
daily La Repubblica on Oc-
tober 15. ‘It is a challenge 
that does not only concern 
the church.’ …

“Given the horrifying 
nature of jihadist imperial-
ism, perhaps Rome is start-
ing to realize that it doesn’t 

have centuries to act” (FrontPageMagazine.com, November 9).
If we know history, we can see this situation building to-

ward war! Some background will help us understand.

The Crusades  The Crusades were a series of Roman Catho-
lic “holy” wars to wrest control of the Holy Land from Mus-
lims. They produced some of the bloodiest battles in history. 
Did you ever wonder how the Catholics reconcile that “holy” 
slaughter with the Bible, which states, “Thou shalt not kill”? 
Or how they can read the Sermon on the Mount and still lead 
the religious world in spilling rivers of blood?

They are called the Christian Crusades. That label itself is 
a deception. They were primarily Catholic crusades. Other 
Christian religions have their problems, but let’s not blame 
them for what the Catholics did—and will do. 

In a.d. 622, Catholics fought and were defeated in a cru-
sade against the Persians and the Jews. Some 60,000 Catholics 
were killed and 35,000 enslaved. The fall of Jerusalem left the 
Catholic world shocked and mourning.

This war embittered Catholics against the Jews for the role 
they played in it. Much anti-Semitism began because of it.

The Coming War 
Between Catholicism and Islam

The Vatican is talking tough against the incursion of Islam into Europe.
the see
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Some historians consider this the First Crusade. But the 
Crusades we best remember came later, beginning in the 11th 
century.

Pope Urban ii unleashed a savage Catholic army and start-
ed these later Crusades. This “righteous” army marched 3,000 
miles to conquer the Holy Land.

Here is an excerpt from the book Crusades, by Terry Jones 
and Alan Ereira, which became a bbc television series: “By 
summoning an army under the banner of the cross, the pope 
was extending the church’s mantle over all Christen
dom. This was the idea at the very heart of the revo-
lutionary papacy; in place of separate local churches at the 
center of discrete communities, there was to be one over-
arching church, ruled by one overarching pope. The 
crusade was to be its expression and its instrument” (emphasis 
mine throughout).

They state that this thinking was at the heart of the pa-
pacy. The popes wanted to rule any church called Christian. 
Through the Holy Roman Empire, they also tried repeatedly 
to rule the entire world. They have succeeded six times, and 

according to Bible prophecy are about to 
succeed again—for the last time. (Request 
our free booklet Germany and the Holy 
Roman Empire for proof.)

The Protestant churches are proph-
esied to be brought back into the Catho-
lic Church (Isaiah 47). Mostly, this will be 
done through bloodshed. Remember, this 
wish to rule all Christianity is at “the very 
heart of the revolutionary papacy.” That 

means this philosophy has motivated them for 
nearly 2,000 years. They still believe violent and 

bloody crusades are righteous. Have they ever truly repented 
of this condemning history? The answer is no. The best they 
have managed are some recent vague apologies.

History proves the Catholic Church to be one of the most 
militant institutions ever created. It does not believe in a 
democratic philosophy. It has routinely and often “converted” 
people by the sword. And yet, this world seems unwilling to 
hold it accountable for its war crimes.

Modern historians have shown how closely the Vatican 
worked with the Nazis. It was through the Catholic Church 
that most of the leading Nazis escaped after World War ii. 
That history is well documented. No one should doubt it. 
(Read The Unholy Trinity by Mark Aarons and John Loftus, 
available at bookstores.)

Doesn’t that crime reveal that the Catholics were deeply in-
volved with the Nazi war machine? Just a little logic should 
teach us that!

This subject is too important to let our emotions stand in 
the way, because the worst is yet to come!

The last crusade will be the supreme inquisition of all his-
tory. It is time we understood the bloody history of the Cru-
sades and let it be a warning!

The world seems almost unaware of these monstrous crimes. 
The Jones and Ereira book continues, “Urban’s army would 

also rescue Jerusalem, the spiritual (and therefore the physi-
cal) center of the universe. He hoped that the redeemed 
Jerusalem would be directly ruled by the church.

“Every man who enrolled for the struggle must mark him-
self out by wearing a cross and, most important, vow to con-
tinue on his way until he reached Jerusalem.

“Urban’s method of raising this army was completely origi-
nal; as well as pay, he could offer paradise [much like the Is-
lamic terrorists]—anyone who took part had all their sins 
forgiven. ‘Whoever for devotion alone, not to gain honor or 
money, goes to Jerusalem to liberate the church of God can 
substitute this journey for all penance.’”

Any Bible student ought to know that only God can offer 
paradise and forgive sins. But that is the big problem with 
most Christians: They don’t believe and obey the Bible!

The whole world, including the religious world, is deceived 
(Revelation 12:9). Enormous problems like the Crusades will 
continue until we confront our own deception.

Jones and Ereira conclude, “By saying that carrying out a mili
tary/political enterprise would make you a better person, wiping 

out past sins, Urban had invented a way by which every person 
could internalize papal policy. Fighting in the pope’s cause was 
not only an obligation, it made you righteous. With that one idea, 
mass political action was launched. With that one idea, ideology 
was born. With that one idea, the Crusade was set in motion. 
Urban did not understand what he had done.”

Perhaps this pope did not know what he had done. But 
what he began led to a number of indescribably bru-
tal wars between Catholics and Muslims.

The real tragedy is that the world, like Pope Urban, still 
doesn’t understand what he did, and what the Catholic Church 
continues to do. Their real beliefs surface when they gain pow-
er. Today, they are building the greatest power they have ever 
had. If you understand their history, their future is 
very predictable—far more than most historians be-
lieve. Add Bible prophecy to that equation and you will see 
that this world faces a frightening specter.

During the Crusades, Catholics and Muslims converted with the sword.
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Fighting on Both Sides  The Crusades created rivers of 
blood. And it was all done in the name of God. Of course, 
the Muslims responded with massive slaughters against the 
Crusaders, also in the name of God. Does it make any sense 
for God to be fighting on both sides? Or are these warring fac-
tions just giving our God of love a bloody reputation?

Jerusalem is considered a holy place by both religions. It is 
indeed considered the “center of the universe” to the Catho-
lics. They believe conquering Jerusalem makes them righ-
teous. That has been their ideology from the beginning. It is 
still true today. The fruits are there to prove it. The Bible says 
that “by their fruits ye shall know them.” They believe in war 
as an instrument to achieve their religious goals.

“The following morning the Crusaders re-entered the al-
Aqsa Mosque and slaughtered every Muslim sheltering there. 
No one knows how many died; the Muslim chronicler reports 
70,000. One of the Crusaders reports picking his way 
through a mess of blood and bodies more than knee-
deep” (ibid.). This is only one episode of 
many. Many people have seen pictures of 
this very mosque.

How many Muslims still remember the 
history of this mosque being knee-deep 
in Muslim blood? And all of this savagery 
supposedly made Catholics righteous! A 
warrior who burned Muslim babies in the 
Crusade was considered worthy of glory 
for all eternity! Does this really make sense 
to a sound mind?

“But killing, the pope now declared, 
need not be a sin after all. It depended on 
who you killed. In fact, if you killed the enemies of Christ, 
killing did not require penance—it was the penance. Holy 
slaughter could be as effective a devotional activity 
as prayer, or fasting, or pilgrimage.”

The pope said, “Now we are proposing that you should fight 
wars which contain the glorious reward of martyrdom, in 
which you can gain the title of present and eternal glory ….”

“The pope had also pointed out the importance of rescuing 
Jerusalem from the infidel. He seems to have suggested that 
‘rescue’ meant ‘seize and keep’” (ibid.).

The pope also said, “Take the road to the Holy Sepulcher, res-
cue that land from a dreadful race and rule over it yourselves.”

Muslim and Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem were slaugh-
tered like pigs. And all of this was done by Catholics who pre-
sumably became more righteous in the process.

Were these killers true Christians? A true Christian is one 
who follows Christ. If we look in the gospels, Christ tells us to 
love our enemies, even die for them—not kill them!

The memory of such horrendous massacres still lives in the 
minds of many Muslims. Those memories have provoked Ar-
abs and Jews to massacre Catholics throughout history in a 
similar manner—all in the name of religion.

King Peter’s Crusade  King Peter launched his crusade from the 
little Mediterranean island of Cyprus, which was captured by 
Catholic Crusaders during the Third Crusade. Here is what 
Steven Runciman wrote about King Peter’s crusade in A His-
tory of the Crusades: “King Peter arrived at Rhodes early in 
the month, and on the 25th the whole Cypriot fleet sailed into 
the harbor, 108 vessels in all, galleys, transports, merchant 
ships and light skiffs. With the great galleys of the Venetians 

and those provided by the hospital, the armada numbered 
165 ships. They carried a full complement of men, with ample 
horses, provisions and arms. Not since the Third Crusade had 
a proportionate expedition set out for the Holy War. …

“During the Friday night there was a fierce Muslim coun-
terattack through one of the southern gates, which the Chris-
tians in their excitement had burned down. It was beaten off; 
and by the Saturday afternoon, all Alexandria was in the Cru-
saders’ hands.

“The victory was celebrated with unparalleled 
savagery. Two and a half centuries of holy warfare 
had taught the Crusaders nothing of humanity. The 
massacres were only equalled by those of Jerusalem in 1099 
and Constantinople in 1204. The Muslims had not been so fe-
rocious at Antioch or at Acre. Alexandria’s wealth had been 
phenomenal; and the victors were maddened at the sight of so 
much booty. They spared no one. The native Christians and 
the Jews suffered as much as the Muslims; and even the Eu-

ropean merchants settled in the city saw 
their factories and storehouses ruthlessly 
looted. Mosques and tombs were raided 
and their ornaments stolen or destroyed; 
churches too were sacked, though a gal-
lant crippled Coptic lady managed to save 
some of the treasures of her sect at the sac-
rifice of her private fortune. Houses were 
entered, and householders who did 
not immediately hand over all their 
possessions were slaughtered with 
their families. Some 5,000 prisoners, 
Christians and Jews as well as Muslims, 

were taken to be sold as slaves. A long line of horses, asses and 
camels carried the loot to the ships in the harbor and there 
having performed their task were killed. The whole city 
stank with the odor of human and animal corpses.”

This author said, “The Crusades were the pope’s work.” 
The Crusade philosophy has made Catholic popes the bloodi-
est religious leaders ever!

Still, most people try to hide from this frightening reality. 
That is the main reason why the worst Catholic crusade is yet to 
come. Mankind refuses to believe the truth and believe God.

The world so quickly forgets. And as a result, the massive 
bloodshed continues. The Catholics did these appalling, de-
spicable deeds before the world. But has anyone heard them 
repent before the world?

Cyprus  More than one crusade has been launched from Cy-
prus. Will we see the last crusade launched from there as well? 
Is history about to repeat itself?

Turkey, just north of Cyprus, has been a strong member 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (nato) for many 
years. Yet, a German-led European Union rejected them from 
joining the EU—even though they have been applying since 
1963, when there were only six members! 

Cyprus, on the other hand, was accepted as an EU member 
as of May this year.

Why, then, has the EU consistently rejected Turkey? Is it 
because Turkey is predominantly Islamic?

The EU is prophesied to be ultimately comprised of 10 na-
tions, or groups of nations, dominated by Catholicism. Al-
ready the EU is being called the Holy Roman Empire. It has 
traditionally been the enemy of the Muslims.

The Crusades created rivers 
of blood. And it was all done 
in the name of God. Does it 
make any sense for God to 

be fighting on both sides? Or 
are these warring factions 

just giving our God of love a 
bloody reputation?
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And why did the EU want tiny Cyprus to be a member? 
Is the EU already thinking about Cyprus as a launching pad 
from which to protect its Jerusalem interests?

You can be certain that the EU is thinking about how to 
protect the holy places in and around Jerusalem. Catholic Eu-
rope has thought like this for almost 2,000 years!

Even the people building the EU don’t fully understand 
what is happening. There is a spirit and force behind these 
events that the world does not see.

Final Crusade Prophesied  The Jews have Jerusalem now. But not 
for long. Both Muslims and Catholics have designs for Jerusa-
lem. These two great powers are about to clash again—and go 
head-to-head in the final crusade over Jerusalem!

In 1997, Iran conducted major war games code-named 
“Road to Jerusalem.” Between 150,000 and 500,000 soldiers 
participated. What could be more provocative? Iran is advertis-
ing its strategy to the world. 

Iran’s designs on Jerusalem are a driv-
ing force behind its nuclear program and its 
acquisition of military hardware. Tehran’s 
military demonstrations are intended to 
unnerve Israel. Earlier this year Iran suc-
cessfully tested its new Shahab-3 interme-
diate-range missile. This missile can reach 
southern Europe—Jerusalem is well within 
its limits! In September, Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps General Commander 
Yahya Rahim-Safavi said Iran’s greatest 
threats are the United States and Israel. This 
is preposterous! Israel has never initiated an 
attack against its neighbors. The truth is, Iran feels no threat to 
its own peace and safety—it is speedily building its military so it 
can become a greater threat to Jerusalem’s peace and safety!

Few people understand this Muslim passion for Jerusalem 
and its holy sites. It is the kind of passion that causes war!

Iran will undoubtedly lead the king of the south (Daniel 11:40). 
This power will be comprised of the radical Islamic movement. 
Iran is working fiercely to lead this radically militant religion.

Iran has virtually destroyed the peace process single-hand-
edly. Still, the world continues to talk about peace. Iran and 
radical Islam don’t want peace, and words won’t deter them.

Joseph de Courcy once wrote this in the Islamic Affairs Ana-
lyst: “Subscribers should be in absolutely no doubt about this. 
From Iran’s support for subversion in Bahrain, through its im-
proving ties with Egypt, its support for Hezbollah in Lebanon 
and the Islamist revolutionaries in Khartoum, to its close strate-
gic alliance with Moscow, everything has the same ultimate pur-
pose: the liberation of Jerusalem from under the Zionist yoke.”

The U.S. has tried to isolate Iran. Almost no other nation 
supports America. This attempt has failed. The U.S. is fighting 
against Bible prophecy.

Here is what the late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat said 
in 1996: “We know but one word: struggle, struggle. Jihad, ji-
had, jihad. When we stop our intifada, when we stop our revo-
lution, we go to the greater jihad, the jihad of the independent 
Palestinian state with its capital Jerusalem.”

Jihad is the Arab cry for holy war. They will get their war. 
But it will not be holy. It will lead to the worst suffering this 
planet has ever experienced!

“And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push 
at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a 

whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many 
ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall over-
flow and pass over” (Daniel 11:40). This king of the south is un
doubtedly the Iran-led radical Muslims. They are strong and 
are beginning to push others around the world today.

Soon they will push at the king of the north, the so-called 
Holy Roman Empire—the same religious power that was be-
hind the Crusades. And that push will surely revolve around 
Jerusalem.

Just 20 years ago, nobody could have even imagined two 
world powers coming out of the Middle East and Europe. But 
God knew exactly what would happen. Nobody but God could 
have inspired these prophecies. Everybody can see these two 
great powers today.

Just look at what is happening in Europe—and has been for 
years. Pope John Paul ii has worked feverishly to revive the Holy 
Roman Empire. Early in his pontificate, in Spain, Nov. 9, 1981, 

he said this: “It can be said that the Euro-
pean identity is not understandable with-
out Christianity and that it is precisely in 
Christianity that are found those common 
roots by which the Continent has seen its 
civilization mature: its culture, its dynam
ism, its activity, its capacity for construc
tive expansion in other continents as well; 
in a word, all that makes up its glory. …

“Find yourself again. Be yourself. Dis-
cover your origins, revive your roots. 
Return to those authentic values which 
made your history a glorious one and 
your presence so beneficent in the other 

continents.”
During the Inquisition, over 50 million innocent people 

were killed in the name of “Christianity”! That’s right—
50 million! And you can add many millions more as victims 
of the Holy Roman Empire. Shouldn’t the whole world fear a 
pope who would say, “Discover your origins, revive your 
roots. Return to those authentic values which made 
your history a glorious one”? Those “origins” and “roots” 
and that “history” caused many millions of people to die!

This is why the world should be so alarmed when it hears 
the Vatican today talking about its next great adversary being 
Islamism. They are right: This Middle Eastern power is rising 
and becoming a serious threat. But for the Catholic Church 
to speak out about the problem is to bring the specter of the 
Crusades to life once again!

We must understand the Holy Roman Empire and the Cru-
sades to understand the Catholic passion for Jerusalem. They 
have a long history of spilling rivers of blood over Jerusalem. 

Notice what their first action is after they are victorious: 
“He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many coun-
tries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his 
hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of 
Ammon” (verse 41). They “enter” into the glorious land, or the 
Holy Land. The Hebrew indicates this is a peaceful entry—not 
forced. That indicates that the Jews are going to experience a 
spectacular double-cross!

There is no excuse for America and Britain not knowing 
the truth. God has been sending His message in power for over 
70 years! They have rejected it repeatedly. That is why they 
now must suffer so intensely. Finally, God will get their atten-
tion and lead them to peace, full joy and abundance.� n

The Vatican says its next 
great adversary is Islamism. 

True, this Middle Eastern 
power is becoming a serious 
threat. But for the Catholic 
Church to speak out about 
the problem is to bring the 
specter of the Crusades to 

life once again!
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“Have you finished?” When she nodded, 
she was shot dead. Several individuals 
were dragged to one particular classroom, 
murdered and thrown out a window.

What causes people to act so merci-
lessly? How could a mind become so sick 
as to justify terrorizing and killing inno-
cent people—let alone children? The ter-
rorists of 9/11 targeted buildings full of 
adults—bad enough, to be sure. But how 
evil do people have to be to deliberately 
select as their target a grade school?

T
he first day of the new school year 
quickly became a nightmare. At 9 a.m., with the 
gymnasium packed with 6-to-16-year-old students 
in assembly, terrorists blasted into the school. After 
machine-gunning down several adults, they took 
over and rigged the building with explosives. 

For 53 excruciating hours, they ter-
rified their captives. One boy begged a 
terrorist for some water, and in response 
got a bayonet plunged into his body. De-

hydrated students were forced to drink 
their own urine in order to survive. After 
one of the teachers pleaded for the terror-
ists to spare the children, she was asked, 
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Ugly Truths About 
Islamic Terrorism

Calling evil by its name. By Joel hilliker

innocents
Photographs of 
injured children 
are affixed to 
a hospital wall 
in Russia. They 
were among the 
survivors of a  
terrorist attack on 
Beslan School #1.
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cism, is a religion whose ultimate goal 
is universal conversion. “In the classical 
Islamic view, to which many Muslims 
are beginning to return, the world and 
all mankind are divided into two: the 
House of Islam, where the Muslim law 
and faith prevail, and the rest, known 
as the House of Unbelief or the House 
of War, which it is the duty of Muslims 
ultimately to bring to Islam” (Bernard 
Lewis, Atlantic, September 1990).

Among the multiplicity of religions 
throughout history, most have been 
polytheistic, idolatrous and relatively 
tolerant of other beliefs. Islam and Ca-
tholicism, by contrast, stand out not only 
as being two of the few religions that de-
mand worship of only one god, but also 
as being missionary—and quite aggres-
sive in their ambitions. (Not surpris-
ingly, then, Muslims and Catholics have 
been found in conflict with one another 
during most of the 14 centuries that they 
have coexisted, struggling through a re-
petitive cycle of jihads and crusades.)

In the writings and speeches of many 
influential Muslims, the language of reli-
gious conquest appears again and again. 
Sayyid Qutb, one of the leading thinkers 
behind the Egyptian Muslim Brother-
hood in the mid-20th century, wrote in a 
1955 essay of his desire to establish a head-
quarters for Islam worldwide, “which is 
then to be carried throughout the Earth 
to the whole of mankind, as the object of 
this religion is all humanity and its sphere 
of action is the whole Earth.” Qutb’s ideas 
provided impetus for the rise in radical 
Islamist groups; his followers assassinated 
Anwar Sadat in 1981.

Qutb’s thinking is alive and well today. 
Even moderate Muslims speak of Islam 
as being a universal religion aimed at en-
compassing the world. Dr. Zaki Badawi, 
the moderate former director of Lon-
don’s Islamic Cultural Center, said Islam 
“hopes that one day the whole of human-
ity will be one Muslim community.” 

Many Muslims are particularly excited 
about converting Western nations, espe-
cially the United States. The first Muslim 
missionaries to the U.S. in the 1920s de-
clared frankly, “Our plan is, we are going 
to conquer America.” Today’s adherents 
to this belief are not just on the extremist 
fringe—they populate mainstream Mus-
lim groups in the U.S. and inhabit tenured 
positions in American universities. 

The ultimate goal “is to apply the Is-
lamic law (the Sharia) globally. In U.S. 
terms, it intends to replace the Consti-
tution with the Koran” (Daniel Pipes, 

In the end, the terrorists slaughtered 
over 350 people with sniper fire and 
rigged explosives. Over 150 of the dead 
were children. 

In a world growing increasingly de-
sensitized to daily headlines describing 
suicide bombings, institutionalized tor-
ture, kidnappings and beheadings, the 
September 3 terrorist attack at School 
#1 in Beslan, Russia, was particularly 
shocking for its barbarity. It was deeply 
revealing of the grisly heartlessness, the 
lack of concern for innocent life, that 
typifies the terrorist mentality.

But perhaps just as shocking was the 
global response to the calamity. 

Rather than expressing indignation 
over the wickedness—and sympathy for 
its victims—several governments and 
much of the mainstream press sought to 
pin blame on the Russian leadership. The 
European Union demanded that Russia 
explain “how the tragedy could have oc-
curred.” President Putin was particularly 
criticized by an international community 
sympathetic to the aims of the separat-
ists in Chechnya that have been waging 
a terrorist war against Russia for over a 

decade. The Council of Europe urged na-
tions to “keep up the pressure [on Russia] 
for a resolution to the Chechen conflict.” 

Such statements effectively diverted 
attention from the evil by romanticizing 
the terrorists’ cause and cloaking their 
Islamist connections. The mainstream 
press, having largely opted to avoid the 
stigmatized word terrorist, chose to de-
scribe the monsters of Beslan as activists, 

assailants, captors, insurgents, perpetra-
tors, rebels and so on. 

This too was deeply revealing. It re-
vealed moral compromise. It revealed an 
unwillingness to admit the reality that 
Chechnya has become another bloody 
battleground in a war waged by Islamic 
terrorists—killing innocent civilians for 
political purposes in nations all over the 
globe. It revealed a complete failure by 
so many in the West to comprehend the 
grim threat that terrorism poses in the 
world today.

Such naivety is appallingly danger-
ous. It virtually guarantees that Islamic 
terrorism will become perhaps the 
single most shockingly destructive force 
in the world in the near term. 

We must face this issue squarely. 
Wishful thinking, political correctness, 
careless assumption, unfounded emo-
tion—all these obscure the truth. Look-
ing at the observable facts with unblink-
ing honesty provides a chilling picture 
of nothing less than the early stages of 
another Medieval religious crusade.

But even more importantly, if we 
also sweep aside any prejudice against 

the unerring truth of the Bible, we will 
receive a far more accurate—and even 
more terrifying—view not only of the 
unseen cause of Islamic terrorism, but 
also of its future as we can expect to 
see it unfold within the next few years.

Universal Conversion  The more clear-eyed 
and frank religious scholars generally 
agree that Islam, like Roman Catholi-

Work of “freedom fighters”
Volunteers carry away a badly injured schoolgirl from the carnage at Beslan, Russia.
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When prominent Is-
lamic leaders speak 

and write, often their goals 
are noble. Their criticisms 
of life in the West are accu-
rate—similar, in some ways, 
to more conservative voices 
within Western society.

One Muslim leader called 
Islam “a pathway toward a 
new world, warranting a pros-
perous life, moral soundness, 
and salvation for mankind.” 

“[T]he major sufferings 
and grievances of man,” he 
said, “have permanently 
been the same: poverty, 
ignorance, discrimination, 
war, insecurity, and finally 
man’s incarceration in the 
prison of materialism and 
captivity by his evil tenden-
cies. … Wars flare in nooks 
and corners of the world, 
while others not affected by 
war are constantly in fear of 
the eruption of war. … The 
Western materialistic civili-
zation is directing everyone 
toward materialism, while 
money, gluttony, and carnal 
desires are made the greatest 
aspirations. Finally, sincer-
ity, truthfulness, altruism, 
and self-sacrifice have been 
replaced in many parts of 
the world by deception, con-
spiracy, avarice, jealousy, and 
other indecent features. Sci-
ence, technology, equipment, 
speed and facility have dra-
matically changed the world 
as compared with the past, 
but the chronic and age-old 

pains and chagrin of human-
ity still remain unchanged.” 
Not an entirely unfair cri-
tique of the West.

Another leading Muslim 
said this: “These people who 
want freedom, who want our 
youth to be free, write effu-
sively about the freedom of 
our youth. What freedom do 
they want? … They want the 
gambling casinos to remain 
freely open, the bars to be 
freely open, they want the 
fleshpots to remain freely 
open, they want heroin ad-
dicts to be free, opium ad-
dicts to be free. … We want 
to take our young people 
from these [movie theaters] 
that were designed and made 
to drag them to corruption, 
and to take them by the hand 
to places where they will be 
of some use to the nation. 
… The safeguarding of the 
realm cannot be effected 
with the freedom that you 
proclaim. This freedom frag-
ments and ruins the realm.” 

Regular Trumpet read-
ers may recognize this as a 
theme we have addressed 
occasionally, based on the 
truth in Romans 6:16: “Know 
ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?”

These men can look at 
the world and see prob-
lems—and recognize that we 

need serious solutions! They 
have a mind to set things 
right and to spread their way 
throughout the Earth. 

The trouble is, they do not 
have the solutions. In fact, 
their “solutions”—the means 
by which they would bring 
about “a new world,” “pros-
perous life, moral soundness, 
and salvation for mankind”—

only create more problems—
far worse problems!

The first statement above 
was from Ali al-Husseini 
al-Khamenei, the supreme 
religious leader of Iran, from 
a speech he gave to the Or-
ganization of Islamic Coun-
tries in 1997. He regularly 
speaks of America as being 
the leader of the world’s evil 
forces and calls it “the Great 
Satan.” He wants Iran to lead 
the world’s Islamic move-

ment—and his country is the 
greatest sponsor of terrorism 
on Earth today.

The second statement was 
from his predecessor, Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, the 
man who led the Iranian Rev-
olution, from a speech he gave 
at a theological school in 1979. 
In that same speech, when 
Khomeini was talking about 
the harm to young people, he 
proposed this “solution”: “We 
want to release our youths 
from the opium pipe and 
place machine guns in their 
hands. We want to release 
our youths from the opium 
pipe and dispatch them to the 
battlefield.” Elsewhere this 
man wrote, “Whatever good 
there is exists thanks to the 
sword and in the shadow of 
the sword! People cannot be 
made obedient except with 
the sword! The sword is the 
key to paradise, which can be 
opened only for holy warriors! 
There are hundreds of other 
[koranic] psalms and hadiths 
[sayings of the prophet] urg-
ing Muslims to value war and 
to fight. Does all that mean 
that Islam is a religion that 
prevents men from waging 
war? I spit upon those foolish 
souls who make such a claim.”

You can easily see how that 
kind of thinking is not going 
to bring this world peace. Je-
sus Christ uttered the simple 
truth that “all they that take 
the sword shall perish with 
the sword” (Matthew 26:52).

Critics Without Solutions
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FrontPageMagazine.com, September 
23). For a clear statement of this goal, 
Pipes points to a 1989 book written by an 
influential commentator on American 
Muslim issues named Siddiqi: “Siddiqi 
argues that Muslims taking control of 
the United States has more importance 
than such goals as sustaining the Iranian 
revolution or destroying Israel, for it has 
greater impact on the future of Islam” 
(Pipes, Militant Islam Reaches America). 
The prospect of uniting America’s mate-
rial success with the “superb ideology” 
of Islam is deeply motivating to Siddiqi.

The vast majority of Muslims who 
seek to spread the religion globally are 
nonviolent. Nevertheless, they seek 
to “save” decadent Western society by 
1) increasing the number of Muslims 
through immigration, reproduction and 
conversion; and by 2) gradually apply-
ing Islamic law—that is, promoting the 
spread of Muslim customs and rituals; 
securing special privileges for Islamic 
schools, mosques and other organiza-
tions; and gradually cracking down on 
un-Islamic activity.

The plan may be working. Islam has 

become the second-largest religion in 
America, Europe and Australia. The 
French government estimates that 
50,000 Christians in France convert to 
Islam each year; in Britain, mosque at-
tendance has outpaced that of the Church 
of England. In Europe, the purely demo-
graphic danger posed by Muslim immi-
grants has become an explosive political 
issue: In the last 30 years, Europe has ab-
sorbed some 20 million Muslims—equal 
to the combined populations of  Ireland, 
Belgium and Denmark. Reputed Islam 
scholar Bernard Lewis says, “Europe will 
be Islamic by the end of the century.” 

This evolutionary approach is a seri-
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Converting the world
A blindfolded American, Paul Johnson, is 
held by Islamic radicals in Saudi Arabia.
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ous enough threat to the West, but some 
few Muslims advocate a speedier, more 
revolutionary method. Though Osama 
bin Laden is the most notable example, 
his thinking is not as far on the fringe as 
most Westerners would like to believe.

In the July 24 Spectator, Anthony 
Browne wrote about the violent side of 
the universalist mindset within Islam: 
“Saudi Arabia, whose flag shows a sword, 
seems unabashed about its desire for Is-
lam to take over the world. Its embassy 
in Washington recommends the home 
page of its Islamic affairs department, 
where it declares, ‘The Muslims are re-
quired to raise the banner of jihad in or-
der to make the Word of Allah supreme 
in this world.’ Saudi Arabia has used 

billions of its petrodollars to export its 
particularly harsh form of Islam, Wah-
habism, paying for mosques and Islamic 
schools across the West. About 80 per-
cent of the U.S.’s mosques are thought to 
be under Wahhabi control.

“Saudi Arabia’s education ministry 
encourages schoolchildren to despise 
Christianity and Judaism. A new school-
book in the kingdom’s curriculum tells 6-
year-olds: ‘All religions other than Islam 
are false.’ A note for teachers says they 
should ‘ensure to explain’ this point. In 
Egypt, the schoolbook Studies in Theol-
ogy: Traditions and Morals explains that a 
particularly ‘noble’ bit of the Koran is ‘en-
couraging the faithful to perform jihad in 
God’s cause, to behead the infidels, take 
them prisoner, break their power—all 
that in a style which contains the highest 
examples of urging to fight.’”

Politicians and priests, students and 
scholars in many countries have ex-
plained persistently that the violence 
being advocated from within the Mus-
lim community is in fact a corruption of 

Islam, which is a peaceful religion. That 
said, it is this Islamic desire for univer-
sal conversion that is manifesting itself 
in widespread hatred of the West and, in 
its most fanatical form, terrorism.

Tactics of Terror  With over a billion Mus-
lims in the world, it takes only a tiny 
percentage who are sympathetic to the 
militant cause to create huge problems. 
As the Spectator’s Mark Steyn said, even 
1 percent is “enough for a vast global 
support network” (September 11).

Governments around the world are 
being forced to step up their resistance to 
Islamist violence. Consider Europe. Of-
ficials dealing with terrorism are waking 
up to the increasing threat of Muslim vi-
olence on the Continent, uncovering ter-
rorist cells with well-established links to 
North America, North Africa, the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia. Post-mortem 
analysis of 9/11 showed that the European 
Union, with its lenient asylum laws and 
generous social programs, had served as a 
haven for the terrorists in those attacks.

Islamist activity in Southeast Asia is 
also burgeoning. In many ways, the re-
gion is ideal for radicalism to flourish—
its huge Islamic population (240 million) 
largely lives under weak or corrupt gov-
ernments and lax security conditions. 
The past half-decade has seen a sharp 
trend toward their becoming more anti-
American, politicized and radicalized. 

A similar pattern is emerging in Af-
rica. Mideast Muslims are searching for 
safe havens outside the reach of Ameri-
can power, and Africa is proving itself 
useful to them. Suffering from crushing 
poverty and disease, much of the con-
tinent provides powerful testimony to 
the failure of Western aid and religion 
to solve its problems. Anti-Americanism 
in particular is growing, and increasing 
numbers of Africans are seeing some ap-
peal in the message of Islam. 

There is a unique mixture of eco-
nomic realities, cultural pressures and 
religious beliefs that combine to create 
an environment conducive to terrorism.

Consider: The Western world spends 
trillions of dollars defending itself with 
high-tech airplanes, warships, surveil-
lance equipment, bombs, missiles and so 
on. The poorer Muslim nations’ econom-
ic, technological and military inferiority 
eliminates for them the option of direct 
conventional warfare. Terrorism, howev-
er, can be a cheap tool. And effective.

Think about the bang that the perpe-
trators of 9/11 got for their buck: some 

flight lessons, motels, rentals cars, box 
cutters—chump change. Used strategi-
cally, these limited resources turned the 
most powerful nation on Earth on its 
ear. Terrorism is, as intelligence analyst 
Dr. George Friedman put it, “among the 
most accessible types of warfare,” one 
that “provides a unique opportunity for 
small, non-state groups to wage war” 
(August 3).

The primary weapon of the terrorist 
is the fear within the heart of his enemy. 
The more shocking, audacious, arbitrary, 
cruel and brutal his attack, the deeper the 
fear it will inspire. 

The terrorist doesn’t necessarily tar-
get a government directly. His goal is to 
so terrorize the people that they pres-
sure their government to make political 
change. The potential of this tactic to 
get results was impressively displayed in 
Spain on March 11 this year, when a train 
bombing just 72 hours before an election 
moved the public to boot its prime min-
ister in favor of a candidate who pledged 
to withdraw Spanish troops from Iraq. 
(As Steyn wryly commented, this sent 
“a tough message to the Islamists: ‘We 
apologize for catching your eye.’”)

The words of prophetic Scripture leap 
into perspective in vivid description of 
these times: “For these be the days of ven-
geance …. Men’s hearts failing them for 
fear …” (Luke 21:22, 26).

In the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
the terrorists are not only wearing down 
the resistance of the Jewish population 
through repeated suicide bombings and 
other strikes, they are targeting Israel’s 
allies—trying to drive the costs associ-
ated with the alliance above the advan-
tages it brings. The same approach is 
being employed in Iraq today against 
coalition forces.

But the mere possibility of injuring 
powerful enemies using low-tech means is 
not enough to turn people into terrorists. 
In the Middle East and elsewhere, it is the 
association of these strategies and goals 
with the universalist religion of Islam that 
combines into such a potent poison. 

Worshiping Death  It may well be a corrup-
tion of correct koranic interpretation, but 
Islamic terrorists are using the Koran to 
justify the most monstrous of acts. 

Even as far back as the 8th century, 
Hajjaj, the governor of what is now Iraq, 
invoked the Koran after a battle with 
these words: “The great God says in the 
Koran, ‘O true believers, when you en-
counter the unbelievers, strike off their 
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learning the way
Young boys absorb Arabic scripture at a Muslim school in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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heads.’ The above command of the great 
God is a great command and must be re-
spected and followed.” The koranic verse 
he referred to, Sura 47:4, reads, “When 
you meet the unbelievers in the battle-
field, strike off their heads and, when 
you have laid them low, bind your cap-
tives firmly.” Other militaristic verses 
include Sura 2:190-191 (“Fight for the 
sake of God those that fight against you, 
but do not attack them first. … Slay them 
wherever you find them. Drive them out 
of the places from which they drove you. 
Idolatry is worse than carnage.”) and 
Sura 9:5 (“When the sacred months are 
over, slay the idolaters wherever you find 
them. Arrest them, besiege them, and lie 
in ambush everywhere for them.”).

With such scriptures drummed into 
their minds, an increasing number of 
Muslims are becoming saturated in a 
religious culture that worships death. 
Allah is portrayed as being pleased with 
the murder of infidels as well as with the 
“martyrdom” of those who murder them. 
This is a sick distortion of the Christian 
concept of martyrdom—being inno-
cently killed for one’s faith. A Muslim 
“martyr” can be one who blows himself 
up while killing enemies of the faith.

There are verses in the Koran that 
condemn killing innocent people, which 
those who claim that Islam is a peaceful 
religion often cite. But who is “innocent”? 
One prominent Saudi sheikh strongly 
disagreed with those who condemned the 
9/11 attacks because they killed innocents: 
“This was jihad and those people were not 
innocent people.” Bin Laden also insists 
that his victims are not innocent.

Once a believer is convinced of the 
righteousness of his cause, he can be 
moved to perform acts of disturbing 
ruthlessness. To him, the ends justify 
any means. To kill an innocent is to do 
God a favor; but to kill him in a grisly 
manner and upload a home video of the 
killing onto the Internet is simply to in-
crease its propaganda value. 

Such methods evoke Isaiah’s proph-
ecy about our present day: “Their feet 
run to evil, and they make haste to shed 
innocent blood …. The way of peace 
they know not: … they have made them 
crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein 
shall not know peace” (Isaiah 59:7-8).

As Michael Ignatieff wrote in the New 
York Times, “Indeed, the whole logic of 
terrorism is to exploit the rules, to turn 
them to their own advantage. If we hesi-
tate to strike a mosque because the rules 
of war designate it as a protected place, 

then the smart thing for a terrorist to do 
is to store weapons and suicide belts there. 
If our forces start from the presumption 
that civilian women should be treated as 
noncombatants, then terrorists will train 
women to be suicide bombers. If all ex-
isting codes of warriors’ honor forbid the 
desecration of bodies, then it is not just 
mindless brutality but actually a sound 
terrorist tactic to drag contractors from 
a car in Fallujah, set them alight and dis-
play their severed and burned limbs from 
a bridge. Such provocations are intended 
to drag us down to their level” (May 2).

A chilling peek under the lid of this 
faith-driven, death-loving culture was 
offered last March. A 14-year-old named 

Hussam Abdu surrendered himself at an 
army roadblock near Nablus, Israel. He 
had 14 pounds of explosives strapped to 
his waist; after planning to blow himself 
up, he’d had second thoughts. His con-
fession was revealing: “I wanted to get 
to the Garden of Eden, to have sex there 
with 72 virgins,” he told the soldiers af-
ter they cut his explosive belt off. “They 
told me that this was the only way [to 
get to heaven], and they promised that 
my mother would get 100 shekels [about 
us$22] if I did this.” 

Having been bullied at school, Hus-
sam wanted “to be a hero.” In the end, 
fortunately, he proved too cowardly for 
that brand of heroism—unlike many 
other boys before him. Since the latest 
intifada began in 2000, 29 children un-
der age 18 have been sent to their deaths 
on suicide missions.

Such brainwashing and intimidation 
is contemptible. We should not be timid 
about passing judgment on individuals 
who not only don’t mind slaughtering 
innocent children in Russian schools, 
but who are also comfortable with slay-
ing their own children to increase the 
death count! As the psalmist wrote, 
“The Lord trieth the righteous: but the 
wicked and him that loveth violence his 
soul hateth” (Psalms 11:5).

In a May 29, 2002, interview with Is-
lam Online, terrorist Salah Shehadeh, 
who was commander of the military 
wing of Hamas before being killed by Is-
raeli Defense Forces in July, spoke of how 
his organization chooses a boy to become 

a bomb. “The choice is made according to 
four criteria: First, devout religious obser-
vance. Second, we verify that the young 
man complies with his parents’ wishes 
and is loved by his family …. Third, his 
ability to carry out the task assigned [to] 
him, and to understand its gravity; and 
fourth, his martyrdom should encourage 
others to carry out martyrdom opera-
tions and encourage jihad in the hearts of 
people” (translated by Memri.org).

This kind of thinking is being pro-
moted on a broad scale within certain 
segments of Islamic society. Many Islamic 
seminaries, called madrasas, are infect-
ing their young students with hatred and 
death worship. This religious education 
is generally free, unlike a regular educa-
tion, and the countries that devote the 
least amount to public education have the 
highest madrasa enrollment. “In some 
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Satan’s mind—which has no capacity for 
feelings of sympathy, empathy, kindness, 
sorrow, love. This alone explains the de-
spicable, cold-blooded atrocities perpe-
trated by terrorists! The devil is stirring 
hatred and emotions with a mind to de-
stroy. But, as he masquerades as an “angel 
of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14), he couch-
es his evil intentions in high-sounding 
rhetoric and noble religious ideals.

A failure to grasp this hidden cause 
of terrorism results in misguided and 
fruitless efforts to negotiate, compro-
mise and appease. Like Satan himself, 
terrorists probe for weaknesses in their 
adversaries (1 Peter 5:8); efforts to pacify 
them only make them stronger. 

As the Trumpet has often pointed 
out, it is Western naivety, weakness and 
lack of will in eradicating terrorism that 
has enabled it to flower into such a mon-
strous problem today. Never in human 
history has the potential for such dev-
astation been placed in so few hands! A 
mere handful of suicidal terrorists, with 
adequate coordination and appropriate 

ways, madrasas are at the center of a civil 
war of ideas in the Islamic world,” says 
Husain Haqqani, a Muslim and former 
madrasa student. “Poor students attend-
ing madrasas find it easy to believe that 
the West, loyal to uncaring and aloof 
leaders, is responsible for their misery and 
that Islam as practiced in its earliest form 
can deliver them” (Foreign Policy, Novem-
ber-December 2002). Thus, the education 
these masses of people are receiving is, in 
an increasing number of cases, frighten-
ingly militant, and is churning out stu-
dents who end up being foot soldiers in 
the terrorists’ war on the West.

But even the intoxicating combina-
tion of economics, culture and religion 
does not completely account for the ter-
rorism problem we have today. The most 
brilliant thinkers cannot fully explain 
why the West faces such ferocious en-
emies within Islam.

There is an unseen cause of Islamic 
terrorism that we need to understand.

The Unseen Cause  How could human be-
ings act in such inhuman ways? What 
would drive people to such cruelty? 
There is a spiritual dimension to this 
question that we must not overlook.

The terrorist mind-set—though ex-
treme—is a measure of the evil within 
man. God states plainly in His Word, 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked …” (Jeremiah 
17:9). The unspeakable horror of terror-
ist actions is a clear demonstration of 
the wickedness of human nature. 

But where does this evil 
human nature—the cause 
of this world’s problems—
come from? 

Scripture reveals the 
very real presence of an 
invisible spirit being—the 
original murderer and the 
father of evil—intent on 
destroying humanity (John 

8:44). Satan the devil is not a myth. The 
fact that he is invisible does not negate his 
existence. The Bible reveals that he de-
ceives this whole world (Revelation 12:9) 
and is the god of it, blinding the minds of 
mankind (2 Corinthians 4:4). It is critical 
for you to understand how Satan gener-
ated the evils of human nature and con-
tinues to influence mankind today. Our 
free booklet Human Nature—What Is It? 
contains this critical understanding.

What causes terrorism? It is man’s 
willing submission to the mind of Satan! 
Terrorist behavior is a direct reflection of 

technology, can wreak extraordinary 
destruction. This terrifying reality is a 
reminder of the Apostle Paul’s words: 
“This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall 
be … [w]ithout natural affection, … in-
continent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good” (2 Timothy 3:1-3).

How serious is the problem of terror-
ism? How much of a threat does it pose 
to Western nations? Politicians would 
have you believe they can provide secu-
rity against it. The Bible tells a different 
story entirely.

Cursed Sevenfold!  We are moving into 
the very days prophesied in your Bible: 
days of rampant terror, crime, corrup-
tion and subversion!

The Trumpet has often referred to Le-
viticus 26 as being a prophecy for Amer-
ica and Britain (as well as the other mod-
ern descendants of Israel, as explained 
in our free book The United States and 
Britain in Prophecy). But we must under-
stand that it is a conditional prophecy.

In this chapter, God lays before these 
nations a choice: On the condition that 
the people obey Him, He promises a 
whole host of blessings (verses 3-12). But 
if instead they go their own way, God 
promises an intensifying nightmare of 
curses (verses 14-39) designed to bring 
the people back to Him (verses 40-45).

America and Britain have forgotten 
their history with God. And now they 
are clearly reaping the curses of whole-
sale rebellion against God and His law.

Meditate on these warnings from the 
great God of the Bible: “I also will do this 
unto you; I will even appoint over you 
terror … that shall … cause sorrow of 
heart …. And I will set my face against 
you, and ye shall be slain before your 
enemies … and ye shall flee when none 
pursueth you” (verses 16-17). In this age 
of terrorism, we are living these curses!

Again—these prophecies are condi-
tional. And when people ignore God’s 
correction, He increases the pressure: 
“And if ye will not yet for all this hear-
ken unto me, then I will punish you sev-
en times more for your sins” (verse 18).

Read the rest of the prophecy. As long 
as our nations refuse to hear, they will 
experience intensifying curses and pun-
ishments from the living God! He cries 
out in verse 28, “I, even I, will chas-
tise you”!

God warns four times of Israel re-
ceiving “seven times” the punishment 
(verses 18, 21, 24, 28). Those two Eng-
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n  In 1993, American officials confiscated 
enough highly enriched uranium for 20 
nuclear bombs using ordinary bolt cutters 
to remove a single padlock—the only form 
of security at an abandoned Soviet facility.

n  The Soviet military probably developed 
“suitcase” nuclear munitions, 80 or more 
of which are unaccounted for.

n  Significant quantities of highly enriched 
Soviet uranium are missing. 

n  Chemical and biological weapons pro-
duced under the Saddam Hussein regime 
remain unaccounted for. 

n  In the past 11 years, there have been 
630 confirmed incidents of trafficking 
nuclear and radioactive materials. 

n  In April this year, Jordanian authorities 
seized over 20 tons of explosive agents 
and 71 lethal chemicals from terrorists 
planning an attack on the nation’s capital 
that was to occur only a few days later. 

loose arms



trusting in armaments. Their sins, their 
stubbornness, their faithlessness, will 
lead to their defeat.

And just like after 9/11, Muslims will 
dance in the streets.

These successes will stoke the aggres-
sion of Islam’s radicals. The dream of the 
downfall of the West and the dawn of a 
new era in Islam will become vivid. It 
will inflame the hearts of great numbers 

of Muslims. The elusive goal of political 
Islamic unity will effectively be reached.

At this point, fully formed on the 
world scene will be a formidable pow-
er—prophesied of in Scripture for mil-
lennia—the king of the south.

The Final Jihad; the Last Crusade  It is easy 
to imagine what will be on the Muslim 
mind at this point: for on the scene will 
be another power, one which also rose 
to fill the void left by the U.S.—a united 
Europe, the king of the north. As 
has been the case throughout its history, 
this war machine will also be guided by 
a muscular, politicized religion.

lish words are translated from the sin-
gle Hebrew word sheba, which conveys 
both the duration of punishment, and a 
sevenfold increase in the severity of the 
punishment.

In other words, the terror of Septem-
ber 11 was only a mild prelude. Failure 
to turn to God will mean a sevenfold in-
crease in terror! God is allowing the ter-
rorism, allowing the violence—allowing 
the devil to sway these people into act-
ing upon their brutal, satanic hatreds 
against America and Britain.

How Severe?  Ezekiel 5 prophesies about 
the threefold fate to befall the inhabit-
ants of the modern-day nations of Israel. 
Using three sections of Ezekiel’s beard to 
illustrate, God shows that the first third 
will “burn with fire … in the midst of 
the city, when the days of the siege are 
fulfilled …” (verse 2).

What is this “fire”? Whatever it is, 
it will kill a staggering one third of the 
citizens of America, Britain and the 
other Israelitish nations! It will critically 
weaken these nations by bleeding them 
of their peoples.

This same group is described further 
in verse 12 as dying “with the pestilence.” 
The Hebrew word translated pestilence 
means destruction or death; one defini-
tion of the root word is “to lay snares, to 
plot against, to destroy.”

Gerald Flurry shows in his book Eze-
kiel—The End-Time Prophet (also free to 
you upon request) that this refers to vio-
lence in the cities that includes terrorist 

violence. Ezekiel’s proph-
ecy indicates that future 
attacks will wreak death 
on a sickening scale!

September 11 killed 
thousands.

The death toll of 
this future violence 
will mount into the 
hundreds of millions.

The Trumpet often focuses on the 
many prophecies about Israel’s fall to the 
European beast power. This passage in 
Ezekiel supplies more of the picture: that 
much of what will undermine Israel’s 
strength and set the Israelitish nations 
up for the final defeat very likely will be 
caused by Islamic terrorists.

The peoples of America and the rest of 
the world must understand the nature of 
the enemy they face. It is bigger, angrier, 
more violent, more elusive, more terrible 
than they understand. And rather than 
trusting in God to deliver them, they are 

The stage will be set for the climac-
tic conclusion to a centuries-long strug-
gle—the final jihad, the last crusade.

“And at the time of the end shall the 
king of the south push at him: and the 
king of the north shall come against him 
like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he 
shall enter into the countries, and shall 
overflow and pass over” (Daniel 11:40).

This is a clash between two religions—
Roman Catholicism and Islam. More spe-
cifically, it is a clash between the extreme 
elements of these two religions.

The extremists, at present, constitute 
a small minority of Muslims and Catho-
lics. But be assured, you will be able to 
watch as their numbers swell and even-
tually grow to become the dominant 
force within each of those religions.

Watch and pray that you will not be 
around to witness the time when they 
form the heads of the two spears that will 
clash in this spectacular battle spoken 
of by the Prophet Daniel! For by then it 
will be too late: That war will occur in 
the early days of the greatest tribula-
tion this world has witnessed.

These are the days when we need the 
vision to see beyond the immediate hor-
ror of the current reality. In these dark-
ening times we need a vision of hope 
such as portrayed by the Prophet Isa-
iah to those who repent of their rebel-
lion against the Eternal God: “O thou 
afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 
comforted, behold …. In righteousness 
shalt thou be established: thou shalt be 
far from oppression; for thou shalt not 
fear: and from terror; for it shall not 
come near thee” (Isaiah 54:11, 14).

Those who watch world events with 
their eyes open realize that this world is 
an angry, conflicted, violent place. Those 
who watch with an awareness of biblical 
prophecy realize that it is going to get 
angrier, more conflicted, more violent—
right up until its last tortured breath.

But only those who watch and pray, 
those who repent now, those who submit 
themselves to the all-powerful God who 
foretold these events and is now bring-
ing them to pass, can look to the future 
with hope and confidence. They alone 
know in faith not only that they will be 
protected by a loving Father, but that 
when the warfare reaches its climax they 
will then help usher in the start of a tru-
ly new age—an age of peace, of a single 
world religion under merciful, righteous 
rulership—under the King of kings, Je-
sus Christ.� n
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n  A single chemical-weapon strike in a 
major city like New York or Chicago could 
kill tens of thousands. 

n  Half a milligram (a pinprick-sized dose) 
of Sarin will kill an adult. Cyclosarin is even 
more durable and deadly. One metric ton 
dumped into a reservoir, river or the ground 
would take thousands of lives.

n  A 10-kiloton nuclear explosion would 
require less than half a pound of fission-
able material.

n  Single or coordinated nuclear attacks in 
major American metropolises using com-
mon means of delivery (such as vans, suit-
cases or cargo containers) could kill around 
a million apiece. Indirect implications would 
be exponentially greater than 9/11 as panic 
spreads; telephone, information and trans-
port networks are destroyed; power grids 
blink out; and riots ignite.



The potent Western press has become an unwitting tool for terrorists 
because it is scared—or worse, sympathetic. By Joel hilliker

The Terrorists’ 
Megaphone

antihero
Press coverage 
of Arafat’s death 
was alarmingly 
favorable to him.

particularly in the context of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. In researching the 
editorial practices of various news sourc-
es, HonestReporting.com has found that 
a distinction is often made, for example, 
between al Qaeda (terrorists) and Hamas 
or Islamic Jihad (militants). Papers such 
as the Washington Post, Orlando Sentinel 
and Boston Globe justify this decision by 
saying the Palestinian terrorist groups are 
“resisting occupation” or “at war” with 
Israel; thus, even acts targeting civilians 
aren’t necessarily “terrorism.”

Some media outlets are deliberately 
defying this practice and calling ter-
rorism exactly what it is. Canada’s larg-
est newspaper chain, CanWest, recently 
took this course. On September 14, it 
tested out its new tactic on a Reuters ar-
ticle it printed. Reuters reporter Jeffrey 
Heller described the Palestinian al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Brigades as having “been in-
volved in a four-year-old revolt against 
Israeli occupation in Gaza and the West 
Bank.” CanWest changed this to a more 
accurate description: “a terrorist group 
that has been involved in a four-year-old 
campaign of violence against Israel.”

Reuters protested and officially in-
formed CanWest that if it was going to 
change stories that way, the Reuters byline 
should be removed. “Our editorial policy 
is that we don’t use emotive words when la-
beling someone,” explained Reuters global 
managing editor, David A. Schlesinger, to 
the New York Times. He didn’t want there 
to be any confusion over what Reuters 
reported, and expressed concern for the 
safety of the company’s field reporters 
on dangerous assignments. “My goal is 
to protect our reporters and protect our 
editorial integrity,” he said. Shortly after-
ward, on a cbc radio interview, he spoke 
candidly of the “serious consequences” if 
certain “people in the Mideast” thought 
Reuters was calling such men “terrorists.”

The ugly truth comes out: Reuters re-
fuses to call terrorists what they are—not 
in pursuit of editorial objectivity but, 
significantly, because it is afraid of them.

Cowardice and Sympathy  The intimida-
tion factor may be more pervasive than 
we realize. The Reuters incident brings 
to mind the story reported by the Trum-
pet earlier this year of cnn’s chief news 
executive, Eason Jordan, admitting—af-
ter Saddam Hussein’s ousting in 2003—
that for years he had suppressed major 
stories of the atrocities happening in 
Iraq in order to protect the lives of his 
reporters. In the 1990s, Saddam’s men 

No, the press instead focused on the 
mourning of those who shared Arafat’s 
commitment—in the words of the Pal-
estinian Liberation Organization (plo) 
charter—to “destroy the Zionist and 
imperialist presence.”

Tom Gross shook his head over 
this stunning media phenomenon: 
“[N]owhere did Arafat find more starry-
eyed fans than among some deluded Eu-
ropean and North American journalists” 
(National Review Online, November 11).

Sadly, the coverage of Arafat’s death 
was just the latest example of the press’s 
consistently oversensitive treatment of 
terrorism.

What Is Terrorism?  Here’s how the U.S. 
government defines terrorism in Title 22 
of the U.S. Code, Section 2656f(d): “The 
term terrorism means premeditated, po-
litically motivated violence perpetrated 
against noncombatant targets by subna-
tional groups or clandestine agents, usu-
ally intended to influence an audience.” 
A sensible, straightforward description. It 
easily includes groups such as Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, both classified as terrorist 
organizations by the State Department.

In the press, however, things get more 
complicated. 

The policy of several major media out-
lets, including such vaulted institutions 
as Reuters and the New York Times, is to 
rely on euphemisms like militant rather 
than using the “emotive term” terrorist—

W
hen Yasser Arafat died 
last month, the Arab street 
filled with thousands of 
mourners.

Among them were a large number of 
Western journalists, who gave him a he-
ro’s treatment. Various news outlets de-
scribed him as being “committed to the 
peace of the brave,” “one of the outstand-
ing freedom fighters of this generation,” 
“a man of courage and conviction,” “a re-
spected and approachable human being,” 
and “the Palestinian Abraham Lincoln.” 
London’s Guardian said Arafat’s “un-
disputed courage as a guerrilla leader” 
was exceeded only “by his extraordinary 
courage” as a peace negotiator. The bbc’s 
correspondent Barbara Plett admitted to 
crying when the sickly Arafat was first 
air-lifted from Ramallah because of her 
“connection to the man.”

Notably absent from much of the cov-
erage was Arafat’s role in the develop-
ment of modern terrorism. Absent were 
the voices of the Jews who had been vic-
timized by his tactics of terror for over 
40 years—the  families of Israelis blown 
up in suicide bombings he paid for or of 
Americans killed in planes his people 
hijacked. Absent were the stories of the 
Palestinian Arabs who suffered under 
his corrupt leadership, who had been 
denied hundreds of millions of dollars 
of international aid earmarked for them 
because Arafat had illegally skimmed 
the funds for personal use.
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abducted and tortured one cnn cam-
eraman on trumped-up spy charges. It 
didn’t take much of such brutality to 
convince cnn to be very cautious in its 
Iraq coverage. If it wanted to retain its 
bureau in Baghdad, it had to be willing 
to compromise.

That is not to say that all news cov-
erage of terrorist activity is tainted by 
cowardice. Some of it is tainted by pure 
bias—a perverse sympathy with the aims 
of the terrorists. 

Within certain governments and me-
dia outlets is a common, yet flawed, log-
ic that if people are willing to slaughter 
civilians, they must have a good reason. 
As the saying goes, “One man’s terrorist 
is another man’s freedom fighter.”  Most 
journalists would not state this view 
directly (although stunts such as Dan 
Rather interviewing Saddam Hussein on 
network television before the Iraq inva-
sion do make you wonder). 

Can we not recognize evil when we see 
it? However “noble” the cause, to use it as 
justification for killing noncombatants is 
heinous, and there should be no equivo-
cation on that point. As Israeli terrorism 
scholar Boaz Ganor said, “When you de-
liberately choose to attack civilians, you 
cannot say any more, ‘I am not a terrorist 
because I am a freedom fighter.’ Maybe 
you are a freedom fighter, but you are 
also definitely a terrorist.”

Nevertheless, newsmakers time and 
again have shaded their coverage, parsed 
their language, obscured certain facts and 
headlined others, in a manner inarguably 
advantageous to terrorists. This reflects a 
bias that easily springs from—but repre-
sents a perversion of—the newsmedia’s 
traditional adversarial role against gov-
ernment and big business, and its histori-
cal advocacy of the underdog.

In the July 12 Wall Street Journal, Or-
son Scott Card ridiculed an Associated 
Press news story about terrorists mur-
dering civilians and taking hostages in 
Khobar, Saudi Arabia, for scrupulously 
avoiding the word terrorist. “Instead, 
the killers are ‘gunmen’ (in the head-
line), ‘suspected Islamic militants wear-
ing military-style uniforms’ and ‘attack-
ers’ (in the body of the story). 

“Suspected Islamic militant—this 
pussyfooting appellation even though 
later in the story we learn that an Islamic 
group called ‘Al-Quds’ and signing itself 
‘al Qaeda in the Arab Peninsula’ is claim-
ing credit for the attack. But presumably 
they are only ‘suspected’ of being Islamic 
militants because, after all, they might 

turn out to be long-hidden Nazis or per-
haps holdouts from the Irish Republican 
Army or—who knows?—maybe Timo-
thy McVeigh’s buddies from the ‘red 
states’ in America.” This is not mere “im-
partiality.” It is outrageous distortion.

Consider on the other hand the re-
portage that counterterrorism measures 
often receive—particularly, again, in the 
Israeli-Palestinian arena. When Israeli 
soldiers killed Hamas founder Sheikh 
Yassin and Hamas leader Abdel-Aziz 
Rantissi last spring, vociferous condem-
nation was heaped on the Israeli govern-
ment. The media regularly fling about 
terms like murder and assassination after 
such strikes (which, incidentally and in 
stark contrast to terrorism, are planned to 
be as surgical as possible—even increas-
ing the risk to Israelis—so as to minimize 
the possibility of civilian casualties).

The press’s propensity to identify with 
terrorists was powerfully evident after 
9/11. A close cousin of the anti-Ameri-
canism that triggered the attacks imme-
diately produced a profusion of specu-
lation that the U.S. was guilty of having 
provoked the terrorists—in other words, 
“America had it coming.” Such non-
sense didn’t just appear in tabloids on 
the Arab street, but in reputable main-
stream papers throughout Europe and 
Asia. France’s Le Monde, for example, 
featured a front-page article in its Sept. 
19, 2001, issue that included a denuncia-
tion by Morocco’s Islamist Justice and 
Welfare Party of the “boomerang effect” 
of American domination, saying, “The 
dead at the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon are only ‘the most recent 
victims’ of an American power.” Some 
commentators went beyond the already 
egregious sin of expressing solidarity 
with the terrorists: They actually ac-
cused the U.S. of somehow orchestrating 
the attacks to drum up a sham excuse to 
go to war. Surely al Qaeda couldn’t have 
been more pleased.

This situation brings to mind the 
wisdom contained in Proverbs 17:15: “He 
that justifieth the wicked, and he that 
condemneth the just, even they both are 
abomination to the Lord.”

Exploiting the Media  How much does this 
type of fearfulness and bias embolden 
terrorists and help their cause? To what 
extent are the media accomplices in the 
violence? This is a terrifying question.

To answer it, we must think beyond 
the artificial language that bestows le-
gitimacy upon acts of barbarity. We must 

consider as well the terrorists’ exploita-
tion of mass media to achieve their goals.

While many terrorists condemn how 
Western technology spreads wickedness 
and corruption, repeatedly they have 
proven themselves quite savvy at using 
it to spread fear. And fear is simply the 
terrorists’ most potent weapon.

A videotaped message from Osama 
bin Laden receives not just airtime dur-
ing major network news broadcasts, but 
hours of discussion and commentary on 
radio and television talk shows. A sin-
gle envelope containing a few anthrax 
spores makes front-page headlines on 
every major daily in the country. That is 
not to say that the public should remain 
uninformed, but rather to pose the ques-
tion: How much do newsmakers play 
into the hands of terrorists, inspiring 
fear in millions, by pumping their words 
and deeds through media megaphones?

Even more horrific, consider the 
spate of kidnappings we have witnessed 
in Iraq over this past year. Seared in our 
minds are the images—again, replicated 
countless times over Internet lines and 
television airwaves—of innocent hos-
tages surrounded by hooded terrorists 
making anxious appeals to their home 
governments to alter foreign policy, 
then being pitilessly beheaded with dull 
sabers. Would this tactic of terror even 
work if not for mass media?

As Daniel Mandel wrote in the Bal-
timore Sun, “Clearly, the media fail in 
their mission when they allege superior 
detachment while in reality they become 
obliging accomplices of terrorists. Ter-
rorists might well continue killing, what-
ever the nature of the reportage. But they 
should receive no help from journalists. 
And if they do, the media cannot expect 
immunity from criticism” (November 5).

Unwitting Tools  Terrorists are embold-
ened by weakness.

To be able to intimidate journalists, 
manipulate media coverage, commit ar-
bitrary violence and simultaneously stir 
up global hostility against the victims, 
film shocking brutality and watch the 
tapes seize attention worldwide, swing 
elections in major nations—these are 
heady victories.

As long as the press puts its priority on 
the scoop, or the viability of the bureau, 
or some twisted ideology, rather than on 
the truth, it will continue to be terrorized, 
exploited and used—unwitting tools in 
the hands of the most violent enemies of 
civilization.� n
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By brad macdonald

The greatest and 
most destructive 
war in the history 
of mankind is on 

our doorstep. This coming 
war will not be confined 
to a specific region or 
small set of countries, but 
will impact every person 
on the face of the Earth. 
Events that prove this war 
is brewing are happening 
even now. The power that 
is going to trigger this war 
is rising today. 

In spite of global oppo-
sition, Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram continues to thunder 
forward. In October the na-
tion revealed that it already 
has the potential to produce 
about 100-120 kilograms of 
enriched uranium. This is 
enough uranium for three 
to five nuclear warheads. 

Since February 2003, 
Europe’s and America’s 
attempts to halt Iran’s nu-
clear program through ne-
gotiation have failed. Even 
the agreement the Europe-
an Union’s Big Three—the 
UK, France and Germa-
ny—wheedled out of Iran 
in November included only 
a temporary suspension of 
uranium enrichment—a 
voluntary move aimed 
at building confidence. Iran has done 
nothing but lie, cheat and misrepresent 
facts regarding its nuclear ambitions.  

This comparatively small yet ambi-
tious nation continues to boldly defy 
two of the world’s greatest powers. 
Threats of economic sanctions, prosecu-
tion and even invasion loom over the 
heads of Iranian officials, yet President 
Muhammad Khatami persists with the 
program. Why? Thousands of U.S. sol-
diers occupy next-door Iraq, and still 
Iran is not afraid. Why not? 

For Iran to be prepared to risk so 
much, the benefits it perceives from such 
a program must be impressive. What 
does Iran stand to gain by becoming a 
nuclear power? 

Iran simply views the short-term risks 
as insignificant compared to the long-
term benefits of gaining nuclear status, 
particularly the growth in the nation’s 
regional and international power.

Iran’s quest for nuclear weapons is es-
sentially a push to establish itself as the 
preeminent nation in the Islamic world, 
and as a recognized and influential play-
er in international politics. Its drive for 
nukes is simply a drive to become the 
dominant Islamic nation.

While Iran’s relations with Europe 
and America are declining, its defiance 
of these nations is fostering great respect 
and admiration from surrounding Is-
lamic and Middle Eastern nations. 

Proactive, Not Reactive  Many people rec-
ognize that Iran’s claim that its nuclear 
program is intended solely for energy 
purposes is a cloak to hide its real mo-
tives. Few analysts, however, can explain 
the true reasons for the program. Here 
are the two most widely reported pur-
poses. While both are credible, the fun-
damental reason for Iran’s quest for nu-
clear status has largely been overlooked 

by the mainstream media.
First, some claim that 

Iran is threatened by Isra-
el’s nuclear weapons and is 
simply seeking to counter 
this threat by acquiring 
its own cache of nukes. 
Jonathan Power argued 
this point in the Inter-
national Herald Tribune: 
“Israel’s nuclear weapons 
are politically unusable 
and militarily irrelevant, 
given the real threats it 
faces. But they have been 
very effective in allowing 
India, Pakistan, Libya … 
and now Iran to think that 
they, too, had good reason 
to build a nuclear deter-
rent” (September 22). 

Mr. Power is essentially 
saying that Iran’s desire for 
nukes is simply a reaction 
to external pressures in the 
region. This argument, 
that Iran is being forced 
to acquire nuclear weap-
ons because of the nuclear 
threat it faces from Israel, 
is shallow and largely un-
substantiated. The motiva-
tion behind Iran’s nuclear 
program is about far more 
than trying to counter 
what Power calls Israel’s 
“politically unusable and 
militarily irrelevant” nu-
clear weapons. 

The second reason many believe Iran 
is seeking nuclear weapons is that the na-
tion is trying to counter U.S. hegemony 
in the region. Washington Post columnist 
George Will wrote, “Iran lives in a dan-
gerous neighborhood, near four nuclear 
powers … and the large military pres-
ence of another, the infidel United States. 
Iran has seen how the pursuit of nuclear 
weapons allows the ramshackle regime 
of a tin-pot country such as North Korea 
to rivet the world’s attention. Iran knows 
that if Saddam Hussein had acquired such 
weapons, he would still be in power …” 
(September 23; emphasis mine through-
out). Will is reasoning here that one of 
the main purposes of Iran’s quest for 
nuclear weapons is to counter American 
presence in the region. He even indicates 
that the Iranians believe Saddam would 
not have been overthrown if he had pos-
sessed nuclear weapons; therefore Iran 
needs to attain nuclear weapons in order 

Iran’s 
Nuclear 

Ambition
The truth behind 

Iran’s ploy for power 
in the Middle East.

sky-high
The Shahab-3 ballistic 
missile. Range: 1,200 
miles. Potential 
payload: nuclear.
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to avoid being overthrown by “the infi-
del United States.”

Both reasons for Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram are plausible and logical. But is there 
more to the story? The stakes cannot be 
higher for Tehran. The nation must stand 
to gain more from having nukes than 
simply an ability to counter the threat 
from Israel and America. In fact, Iran 
has heightened the possibility of violence 
from both Israel and the U.S. by pushing 
its nuclear program. Why is Iran so dedi-
cated in its drive for nuclear power?

The fundamental reason behind 
Iran’s nuclear program is explained in 
the pages of your Bible. When combined 
with analysis of recent news events, the 
Bible clearly reveals the purpose behind, 
and the future of, Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. The truth is, this program is far 
more proactive than reactive.

Filling the Islamic Power Vacuum The Is-
lamic world is in disarray right now. 
Among the Islamic nations, unlike oth-
er peoples, no country stands above the 
rest as the major influence. The West 
has America. Europe has Germany. Asia 
has China, with Japan on its heels. Yet 
on the surface, it appears that no one Is-
lamic nation has inarguable and defini-
tive influence over the rest. 

Internal political disunity holds Paki-
stan back from playing a stronger role in 
regional affairs. Libya has scrapped its 
nuclear program and is complying with 
U.S. requests. Saudi Arabia is staving off 
terrorist attacks and fighting for politi-
cal stability. Iraq is a clutter. Syria is try-
ing its best to fly under the radar in or-
der to avoid U.S. scrutiny. Afghanistan 
remains unstable. Jordan is influenced 
too much by the West to be respected as 
a leader within the Islamic world. Across 
the Indian Ocean, Islamic Indonesia is 
in political confusion. There is no mis-
taking that a significant power vacuum 
exists in the Islamic world right now. 

Iran seeks to fill this void.  
Through its nuclear program, Tehran 

wants to demonstrate its power to the Is-
lamic peoples. It would gain respect from 
surrounding nations, not only by having 
an arsenal of nuclear weapons, but by 
boldly defying the “Great Satan” and Eu-
ropean powers. Iran’s nuclear program 
is a proactive attempt by the nation 
to build its reputation and become the 
clear-cut leader of the Islamic peoples. 

Stratfor’s analysts recognized this in 
a recent article. “For all the complexity 
surrounding Iran’s negotiations with the 

West—the United States and the Europe-
an Union’s Big Three states—one thing is 
clear: Iran is trying to shed its status as a 
rogue state and re-enter the international 
community. One of the obstacles to the 
Islamic republic’s escaping the realm of 
international pariahs is the objective of 
Tehran’s movers and shakers to catapult 
their country into a major regional or 
global player. For the clerical regime, the 
acquisition of nuclear weapons seems to 
be the preferred method of attaining great 
power status” (November 10). 

The following description from the 
respected Middle East Quarterly suc-
cinctly sums up Iran’s objectives: “There 
is a vision and a method to Iran’s poli-
cies. In the words of Mohsen Rezai, sec-
retary of Iran’s Expediency Council, Iran 
believes it is destined to become the ‘cen-
ter of international power politics’ in the 
post-Saddam Hussein Middle East. … 
Under the rubric of ‘deterrent defense,’ 
Iran is exploiting U.S. preoccupation with 
Iraq to build capabilities that will estab-
lish its hegemony in its immediate neigh-
borhood and enhance its role across the 
Middle East. Iran’s moves, if unchecked, 
will create a grave and growing challenge 
to U.S. aims in the region. At stake are 
nothing less than the geopolitical balance 
in the Middle East and the long-term 
achievement of U.S. goals, from stability 
in Iraq to regional peace” (Spring 2004). 

Iran’s nuclear program is its primary 
instrument for establishing hegemony 
in the Middle East. Upon becoming the 
sole possessor of nuclear weapons in the 
region, watch for Iran to increase its de-
mand for respect and support from its 
Islamic neighbors. 

In a March 1997 research paper for 
the Air Command and Staff College, 
Col. Richard M. Perry wrote, “… Iran 
wants to retain its form of traditional-
ism but at the same time be recognized 
as a legitimate power within the region. 
… Iran considers its own role in reviving 
Islam as central. … Iran sees itself as the 
leader of traditional Islam, and as such, 
requires a measure of strength to back up 
its discourse. Possessing nuclear weapons 
gives a state both a ‘voice’ in determining 
events within the region and a means to 
‘retain’ its own Islamic identity ….” 

Further on, Perry wrote, “To drive 
events in the Middle East, Iran will have 
to continue to modernize its forces as well 
as build a viable and deliverable nuclear 

weapons capability.” Almost eight years 
after that was written, it is clear that this 
is precisely the path Iran has taken.

Tehran has not only made great strides 
toward developing nuclear capabilities, it 
has successfully built and launched long-
range ballistic missiles. It is quickly be-
coming the Islamists’ regional king.

Policy of Prestige  Renowned internation-
al relations expert Hans Morgenthau 
coined a specific term for the foreign 
policy that Iran is pursing through its 

nuclear weapons program. He called it 
the “policy of prestige.”

In Politics Among Nations, 
Morgenthau spoke of three basic pat-
terns in the foreign policy of nations: a 
policy seeking to keep power, to increase 
power, or to demonstrate power—the 
last of which is the policy of prestige. 
Through its nuclear program, Iran is 
clearly seeking to build its reputation for 
power and to demonstrate power.

Iran’s desire for national prestige 
has been evident for years. Notice this 
statement from a 1992 New York Times 
article: “… Iran expects to further its 
greater ambition of being the most im-
portant regional power in the Per-
sian Gulf, a long-held foreign-policy 
objective” (Nov. 7, 1992). There is no 
mistaking the fact that Iran is grinding 
its way toward that goal.

Morgenthau explained, “Besides the 
practices of diplomacy, the policy of 
prestige uses military demonstrations as 
a means to achieve its purpose.” When 
Iran test-fired its new long-range Sha-
hab-3 missile in October—a weapon 
that puts Israel within striking range, 
Australia’s Special Broadcasting Service 
(October 21) called it “a deliberate show 
of military strength ahead of the nego-
tiations at the iaea”—the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the body moni-
toring whether Iran is complying with 
its restrictions. Iran’s “deliberate show 
of military strength,” just days before it 
was due to have meetings with Europe 
regarding its advanced nuclear program, 
was an obvious demonstration of its re-
solve to pursue its nuclear goals.  

Continue to look for a group of Middle 
Eastern Islamic nations to unite behind 
Iran and its nuclear program. When the 
project comes to fruition, watch for a 
dramatic increase in the confidence and 
influence of this bloc of nations.

Iran seeks to fill the leadership void in the Islamic world.

15The Philadelphia Trumpet  December 2004

w o r l d  m i d d l e  e a s t



Where Does the Policy of Prestige Lead? 
Some might wonder if Iran’s quest to 
build its reputation by attaining nuclear 
weapons is more about regional politics 
than international politics. So what if 
Iran rules the Middle East and the Is-
lamic peoples, as long as it does not dis-
rupt nations outside of its sphere of in-
fluence? This thought assumes that the 
policy of prestige is a stagnant policy. 
That is a wrong assumption. 

History tells us that when a nation 
holds overwhelming power and has the 
support of a posse of other nations, it 
will often look to expand the extent of 
that power. Look at Germany in both 
world wars, or the Ottoman Empire. 
Human nature dictates that, upon ac-
quiring great power, most men and na-
tions will seek to increase it. This will 
occur in Iran.

Morgenthau explained, “[P]restige, 
in contrast to the maintenance and ac-
quisition of power, is but rarely an end 
in itself. More frequently, the policy of 
prestige is one of the instrumentalities 
through which the policies of the status 
quo and of imperialism try to achieve 
their ends.” A policy of prestige is a fore-
runner to a policy of imperialism—that 
is, a policy bent on increasing power.

Naturally, prior to actively expanding 
its territory (imperialism), a nation or 
alliance of nations will seek to demon-
strate power. By building its reputation 
of power, a nation seeks to foster fear in 
its enemies. Then, when a nation dis-
cards its policy of prestige and pursues 
a policy of imperialism, the hope is that 
peaceful nations will fear the aggressor 
nation’s reputation so much that they 
will submit without resistance. 

Through its nuclear program, Iran is 
rapidly increasing its reputation as a re-
gional power. Even now Tehran is estab-
lishing itself as the clear-cut leader of the 
Islamic world. When Iran’s dominion 
over the Middle Eastern Islamic peoples 
is complete, history, human nature and 
Bible prophecy tell us that, with a united 
bloc of nations at its back, it will begin 
to push its newfound geopolitical weight 
around on the global scene.

Whirlwind Warfare  Even without the Bi-
ble, we can see that Iran’s motives for nu-
clear weapons are far grander than what 
most people believe. Iran has global am-
bitions. By welding together an Islamic 
power bloc, it will grow in influence. A 
grand alliance of Islamic people, with 
most of the world’s oil under its control 

and its leader carrying nuclear weapons, 
would be extremely powerful. But what 
would it do with all this power?

Here is where you really need to look 
to your Bible.

The biblical name for this Islamic bloc 
of nations led by Iran is the king of the 
south. “And at the time of the end shall the 
king of the south push at him: and the king 
of the north shall come against him …” 
(Daniel 11:40). For proof of the identity of 
the king of the north and the king of the 
south, and to understand the full mean-
ing of the term “time of the end,” please 
request our free booklet 
The King of the South.

The catastrophic con-
frontation mentioned in 
this verse is prophesied to 
take place within a time of 
great global disorder. An 
unprecedented clash of two 
great powers will then take 
place. Regular Trumpet 
readers know that this verse discusses a 
great battle between the Iran-led Islamic 
peoples of the south and a German-led 
European Union of the north. Europe’s 
approach to Iran appears weak today, 
but look for a revolution in European 
foreign policy in the near future. Notice 
the phrase “push at him” in Daniel 11:40. 
This is a proactive “push” by the king of 
the south at the king of the north. This 
is what ignites rage in this united Euro-

pean power and causes it to counterattack 
against this war-mongering southern al-
liance. The word push as it is used in this 
context implies violence. It means to wage 
war! In a foreign-policy blunder that leads 
to its own destruction, Iran is prophesied 
to prod the king of the north into war!

Consider Iran’s current foreign policy 
for a moment. Would you not consider it 
“pushy”? Through its nuclear program, 
Iran is already stirring up trouble with 
Europe today! Iran’s present actions 
toward Europe are a signpost warning 
us that fulfillment of the Daniel 11:40 
prophecy is rapidly approaching. Does 
this shock you? Such actions ought to 
alert us to what is about to happen!

Notice this recent “pushy” decision 
by the Iranian parliament: “To shouts 
of ‘Death to America,’ Iran’s parliament 
unanimously approved the outline of a 
bill Sunday that would require the gov-
ernment to resume uranium enrichment, 
legislation likely to deepen an interna-
tional dispute over Iran’s nuclear activi-
ties” (Associated Press, October 31).

In two rounds of peace talks in Octo-
ber, Europe offered Iran a healthy deal in 
return for assurances that Tehran would 
suspend its nuclear activities. Iran’s 
nuclear negotiator Hossein Mousavian 
responded, “We have rejected two possi-
bilities: cessation and unlimited suspen-
sion. … We told the Europeans if your 
target is cessation, it will be impossible” 
(ibid.). Then, following the November 
agreement with the EU3, Iranian Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami warned that 
his government would honor its commit-
ment only if, at the coming iaea meet-
ing, Europe would support Iran’s “right” 
to pursue nuclear technology. If this not 
a “pushy” foreign policy, what is? 

In spite of massive pressure from 
both the U.S. and Europe, Iran will not 
halt its nuclear program and remains as 
defiant and “pushy” as ever!

For now, Tehran’s pushiness may 
remain unchecked and unanswered 
by European powers. The time is rap-
idly approaching, however, when this 
bold Islamic nation will push one too 
many times. Europe’s response will be 
“whirlwind” warfare. Daniel 11:40 con-
cludes, “[T]he king of the north shall 
come against him like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and with 
many ships; and he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall overflow and pass 
over.” Iran and its followers will be over-
whelmed, and Iran’s nuclear program 
irrecoverably destroyed!� n
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This Iranian heavy-water production facil-
ity could produce bomb-grade material.
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By Ryan Malone

“I will even appoint over you 
terror,” one Bible prophecy 
says. “Ye shall be slain before 
your enemies,” it says later. “I 

will break the pride of your power,” and, 
“your strength shall be spent in vain.”

What nation has been plagued by ter-
ror and spends its strength—too often in 
vain—rooting out the masterminds be-
hind such terror? What nation has had 
its men and women slain—often bru-
tally—for all its enemies to see via the 
World Wide Web? What nation is rap-
idly losing its pride, or national will, to 
continue to use its military might?

These prophecies in Leviticus—given 
anciently to a people who now largely 
populate the Western world—present a 
sad picture of the state of American af-
fairs in the last days.

Herbert Armstrong’s free book The 
United States and Britain in Proph-
ecy explains how America is one of the 
modern-day nations that descended 
from Israel. This book uses God’s words 
in Leviticus 26 as an infallible guide to 
what will happen to this greatest single 

nation on Earth if it does not “hearken” 
unto God and “do all these command-
ments” (verse 14).

Through this one chapter of Bible 
prophecy, the demise of Israel—the U.S. 
in particular—is laid out before us. 

These prophecies are now being ful-
filled in greater detail than ever!

Understanding Leviticus 26 allows 
us to make absolute statements about 
America’s future as a global, military su-
perpower. Statements that, at times, may 
seem unfounded.

For instance, when Herbert W. 
Armstrong proclaimed in 1961—after the 
Korean War of the early 1950s—“America 
has won its last war,” many scoffed or ig-
nored what they saw as crazy ramblings. 
Why, America is the strongest nation in 
the world! How could he say that? 

But he repeated the same statement in 
1961—after the Bay of Pigs fiasco. Then 
there was the Vietnam debacle and a hos-
tage crisis in Iran in 1979. In the 1980s, 
however, the U.S. did have some success 
in Grenada and Libya, though these skir-
mishes could hardly be described as wars. 
Still, Mr. Armstrong never recanted.

But then, he never lived to see the end of 
the Cold War—which itself, in reality, was 
not a war at all, but an almighty stalemate 
between two powers: the U.S. and Soviet 
Union. Nevertheless, the Cold War’s end 
may have caused some to doubt Mr. Arm-
strong’s statement. After all, America 
stood then as the single most powerful na-
tion on the planet—unmatched for about 
a decade. Relatively successful military 
campaigns in Iraq, Haiti and the Balkans 
displayed a formidable America. 

As successors to Mr. Armstrong’s 
message, we never retracted his words. 
We displayed them again—on our May 
1991 Trumpet cover—after the U.S. had 
driven Iraqi forces out of Kuwait. 

Throughout the 1990s, we kept restat-
ing that, though these conflicts might 
have attested to America’s strength, they 
still displayed a fundamental weakness. 
We proclaimed that the current admin-
istration, by the conflicts it chose to get 
involved in, was actually revealing a weak 
and gun-shy America—only willing to 
use its might in relatively risk-free con-
flicts. Usually, if casualties reached the 
double-digits, the U.S. ended the mission.

The Prophesied Wane 
of the U.S. Military
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We also pointed to the fact that, un-
der a military-hating administration, 
the U.S. had diminished its military 
presence worldwide during the 1990s. 
The numbers of troops at bases in Eu-
rope and East Asia were drastically re-
duced. America’s ability to fight a war 
on two fronts was now history.

Then came Sept. 11, 2001. A new pow-
er had been rising: one that America 
in its 1990s dominance had practically 
ignored. Two thorns in America’s side 
throughout the 1990s were still there: 
Osama bin Laden and Saddam Hussein. 
Whatever their arguable connection, it 
couldn’t be disputed that militant Islam 
was the new power to challenge the U.S.

Thus another war was declared—on 
terrorism. The first campaign in Af-
ghanistan went quickly; the Taliban was 
sent running—a feat not even the Soviets 
could accomplish less than two decades 
earlier. Then came “shock and awe” in 
Iraq, and the historic scenes of Saddam’s 
dictatorship being toppled.

What an odd time to be proclaiming 
the weakness of the U.S. military, right?

Well, leave it to us. It wasn’t but two 
months after Saddam’s regime crumbled 
that we proclaimed the further demise 
of the U.S. military. It had to do with the 
Pentagon’s announcement that it would 
be shuffling its troops worldwide—mov-
ing thousands of troops out of Europe 
(mainly Germany), out of Asia (Japan 
and South Korea), and relocating them 
to fit the strategy of the new war.

Few would say this was a sign of a 
weaker U.S. Unlike the drastic downsiz-
ing of the 1990s, this seemed to be a stra-
tegically assertive move—streamlining. 
But again, the Trumpet, basing its asser-
tions on Bible prophecy, showed in its 
July 2003 issue how the U.S. withdrawal 
was ignoring the greatest long-term 
threat, as dictated in Bible prophecy—a 
German-led Europe.

Now for the latest in the weakening of 
the U.S. military. As the U.S. continues 
to talk redeployment, another ailment 
afflicts the U.S. military machine. Lack 
of sufficient troops is now the curse 
of American operations in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.

It’s true that both the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan campaigns demonstrated the 
unmatched strength of the military to 
invade and conquer through the use of 
ample technology, and with few soldiers. 
The problem is, these “victories” did not 
bring combat operations to a close, as has 
happened historically (in World War ii, 

for example: Topple the regime and resis-
tance will cease). In the post-9/11 world, 
we see now the next phase of war—the 
occupation of a hostile nation—being 
as intense a military operation as the 
battles themselves. Added to this is the 
fact that this war on terrorism has virtu-
ally no end in sight. Can we expect more 
shock-and-awe military campaigns that 
are followed by draining occupation ef-
forts? Does the U.S. have the manpower 
at hand to sustain its current policies?

While the U.S. has been occupying two 
hostile territories, Congress has only au-
thorized a 30,000-man increase in troops. 
As Stratfor pointed out, “Attempting to 
occupy two countries without massively 
increasing the size of the Army is an ex-
traordinary decision” (August 18).

The U.S. strategy for the high-in-
tensity conflict—small numbers, agil-
ity and technology—is not working for 
the occupation. “Occupation requires a 
force large enough to gain control of the 
country while waging counterinsurgen-
cy operations. That represents a lot of 
boots on the ground—and a lot of tank 
treads” (ibid.).

But the Pentagon’s strategy has been 
to hold to the redeployment plan—mov-
ing 70,000 troops from bases in Europe 
and Asia. Stratfor says this is a miscal-
culation: “[I]t is an attempt to reshuffle 
the same deck, when what is needed 
are more cards” (ibid.; emphasis mine 
throughout).

What’s more, Stratfor argues, is that 
“[t]he lack of sufficient troops is now shap-
ing U.S. policy. Washington is rooting for 
political opponents because it has no real 
capacity for intervention should instabil-
ity result” (August 17). America’s ability to 
intervene in or handle other conflicts has 

greatly diminished. It has been forced to 
shape its foreign policy around the lack of 
manpower and muscle behind those poli-
cies. “With the United States in inextri-
cable situations in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
Washington will have a difficult time us-
ing military power to prevent Tehran’s 
pursuit of nuclear arms” (Asia Times, 
September 30). Thus the U.S., in this case, 
will likely be forced into diplomatic bar-
gaining and compromise. 

As Stratfor stated, “[T]he policy choic-
es available to the United States are evap-
orating along with the force” (op. cit.). 

America still is strong enough to in-
tervene and achieve temporary “victo-
ry” in high-intensity conflict. But using 
small forces and technology to control 
a defeated country is beyond the U.S.’s 
ability as a military power. America has 
lost the power to vanquish the enemy!

This lack of troops sufficient to con-
trol Afghanistan and Iraq is also hurt-
ing the morale of some troops already 
there. First, the Pentagon’s only option 
after 9/11—with forces reduced so dra-
matically in the 1990s—was to dip into 
reserve forces. Now, with prolonged oc-
cupation, the Pentagon has even issued 
stop-loss orders preventing some reserv-
ists from leaving the military even after 
their enlistment period ends. Keeping 
these people—fathers, mothers, small 
business owners, teachers—away from 
home for so long will continue to wear 
on the national spirit. 

This is where we return to Bible proph-
ecy. Notice that the scripture describing 
the curse of our military didn’t state that 
we would have a weak military. America 
still boasts the world’s most dominant 
force; it has nuclear power exponentially 
greater than any of its enemies. But what 
Leviticus does say is that America would 
have the pride of its power broken. And 
that whatever strength it did have would 
be spent in vain!

Does that not describe the nation of 
America? The morale of its troops, and 
its people’s will to see a thorny occupa-
tion through, will continue to disinte-
grate. And the snazzy technology and 
highly trained special forces—though 
achieving certain temporary success for 
the nation—will ultimately be resources 
spent in vain.

As Mr. Armstrong said, any military 
success the U.S. will experience will be 
limited to a few minor skirmishes or per-
haps some major battles. But victory in 
war will continue to elude the U.S. because 
America—not just the president, or the 

“The policy choices 
available to the united 
states are evaporating 
along with the force.”

stratfor
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By Andrew Hessong

Britain was ill-prepared for 
World War i. Although it had 
enlarged its Navy, its standing 
Army had been reduced in size in 

the years leading up to the war. It wasn’t 
until Britain had engaged Germany that 
a sufficient fighting force was raised, 
with the help of its allies, to eventually 
bring the nation to victory.

In the lead-up to World War ii, again 
the nation was vulnerable. It possessed 
only a small Air Force and was nearly de-
void of tanks. Though Winston Churchill 
cried out to the nation to rearm as Ger-
many rose again, his message largely fell 
on deaf ears. Peace through appeasement 
was the ideal. It took German blitzkrieg 
in the low countries to finally awaken the 
British people to the danger they were in, 
forcing them to scramble to retool in or-
der to save the country. 

Lack of military readiness, combined 
with naivety, twice put Britain’s exis-
tence in danger in the 20th century. To-
day, history is repeating itself—but with 
a vital difference. 

Up to the period of the world wars, the 
nature of warfare allowed time enough 
for a nation to produce the necessary 
armaments and train soldiers even after 
the declaration of war. Since then, war-
fare has changed. With today’s weapons, 
whole cities can be razed within minutes. 

Precision-guided weapons require only a 
few aerial sorties to destroy their targets, 
where it once took hundreds. In addition, 
the 21st century is far more unstable and 
dangerous than the previous. Global sta-
bility can be altered in a matter of hours. 
Today, a country may no longer have the 
luxury of time to build up its armed forc-
es after a danger becomes apparent.

That in mind, consider how stretched 
British (not to mention U.S.) military 
forces are. Britain currently is engaged in 
more conflicts than at any one time in the 
last 30 years. At the same time, military 
expenses have soared as a result of poor 
project management and the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. This has left the Min-
istry of Defense £3.5 billion (us$6.5 billion) 
in the red. The government has called 
upon the ministry to fix the problem. 

As a result, even in this tenuous state 
of global security, Britain is embarking 
on unprecedented cuts to its military ca-
pability and enacting a radical restruc-
turing of forces to meet budget and a 
completely new war paradigm. Have the 
lessons of history not been learned?

Bible prophecy shows this sudden 
and drastic military shift will contribute 
to the downfall of the nation. 

A New Paradigm  Secretary of State for De-
fense Geoff Hoon documented Britain’s 
new model for war in his paper “Deliver-

Britain Cuts Military 

policy-makers, or the movers and shakers 
at the Pentagon—but America as a nation 
and as a people—has abandoned its his-
tory with God. The first half of Leviticus 
26 shows the remarkable blessings that 
would come to this nation if we turned to 
Him. Sadly, we can only quote the latter 
half of that chapter—the curses—when 
referring to the current state of America 
and its waning military strength.

The lack of sufficient troops to carry 
on successful operations is a direct ful-
fillment of Bible prophecy. Whether the 
cutbacks of the 1990s or the reshuffling 
to occur over the next 10 years were 
strategically sound decisions is a moot 
point. However it plans to remedy this 
troop deficiency—if it plans to do so—
the United States of America is being 
cursed. Its military strength will be in-
sufficient to meet the challenges ahead.

There is coming a time when, God 
says, “They have blown the trumpet, 
even to make all ready; but none goeth 
to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the 
multitude thereof” (Ezekiel 7:14).

America—despite its technological 
and military edge over other nations—
will soon fall to a mightier power. Its 
military will become defunct. Ezekiel 
tells us that millions of our peoples will 
die “by the sword.” Cities will be leveled 
and without inhabitant—indicating nu-
clear annihilation. 

Yes, America has won its last war. The 
good news here is that this prophesied 
World War iii is the last war America 
will lose. Because it is the war that shall 
end all war! This coming prophesied 
nuclear conflagration will culminate in 
the Second Coming and necessary in-
tervention of Jesus Christ Himself.

But must we suffer? Must we live 
through the horrors of the coming 
downfall of the U.S. military? Is this the 
only way God can get our attention? Can 
we heed His warning now?  

Whatever decisions the U.S. leadership 
makes over the coming years, you can 
ensure yourself safety from the calamity 
ahead. We have ample literature on this 
subject that can give you hope. God does 
not want us to trust in the military estab-
lishments of this world to keep us secure 
and free from living in terror. He wants us 
to look to Him! To humble 
ourselves under His mighty 
hand—and seek refuge in 
His charge.� n

Order a free copy of The United 
States and Britain in Prophecy.

twilight
British troops and the 
kingdom’s military 
pride and capability 
are fading, again.
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ing Security in a Changing World,” pre-
sented to the British Parliament in July. 
The paper outlines how British forces are 
to be restructured to function within a 
coalition framework, focusing on small- 
and medium-scale expeditionary op-
erations. It is assumed that Britain will 
no longer engage in the most complex 
large-scale operations unless it does so 
alongside the United States in a coalition 
framework. With Europe no longer seen 
as a threat, the idea that Britain may ever 
have to stand alone to defend itself is not 
addressed. The new structure will not al-
low this to be successfully accomplished. 

Based on reliance upon technology, 
the new fighting paradigm assumes that 
far fewer forces and equipment will be 
required to achieve equivalent objec-
tives. New technology, according to Mr. 
Hoon, will mean a “shift away from an 
emphasis on numbers of platforms and 
of people.” The irrefutable fact that few-
er forces and less equipment mean a de 
facto reduction in the ability to defend 
the nation was not mentioned. 

The logic is that by increasing the 
technical capability of the military force, 
it can be reduced in quantity of man-
power. At best, this is a gamble. At worst, 
it is suicidal. “Just how much security the 
UK forces will now be able to deliver is a 
fundamental question” (Aviation Week & 
Space Technology, August 2). After all, as 
the Scotsman pointed out, no matter how 
good the communications and control sys-

tems are, they need to have troops and ar-
maments to command and control (July 
22). And what use is high-tech intelli-
gence-gathering equipment if the military 
doesn’t have the wherewithal to take ac-
tion on that intelligence? London’s Mirror 
described it as the government’s attempt 
to replace “boots on the ground” strength 
with “cyber-age science” (July 22). 

The occupation of Iraq is a classic 
example of the continued importance 
of troops on the ground. Iraq, as well as 
Britain’s own experience in Northern 
Ireland, should have proven that fight-
ing even the current threat—terror-
ism—is manpower intensive.  

Britain believes it can get away with 
the huge reductions because it will 
achieve its aims in the future by hold-
ing sway within coalitions. The idea is 
that its force structure will allow Britain 
to maximize its influence on other na-
tions within a coalition at all levels of 
planning, execution and management of 
operations. Thus, the Defense Ministry 
believes that even with greatly reduced 
capability, Britain can still achieve its 
wider security policies and objectives. 

But basically, all the jargon about 
modernization, efficiency, flexibility 
and optimization is just an attempt to 
cover up the fact that Britain’s military 
is being decimated. 

With the Cold War over, the De-
fense Ministry assumes direct threats to 
Britain have been greatly reduced, and 
therefore British forces and capability 

can be safely reduced. What silly, naive 
thinking! Britain, or biblical Ephraim, 
at this end time is described as being sil-
ly and without sense (Hosea 7:11). This is 
clearly an example of such. 

Twice in the past century Britons 
spilled their own blood defending crown 
and country from Germany. Even as the 
German-led European Union continues 
to strengthen and prepare to rise mili-
tarily, this fact is completely discounted 
in Britain’s new defense strategy. Are 
there any British leaders awake, as was 
Churchill before World War ii? 

The Cuts  Britain’s drastic defense cuts 
will affect all three armed services, with 
the Royal Air Force (raf), Navy and 
Army all having both personnel and 
equipment slashed. Notice the severity 
and broadness of these losses, the big-
gest for generations:

In all, 10,500 military personnel will 
be cut, with the raf losing the most—
7,500. In addition, 10,000 Ministry of 
Defense civilian staff will go. The Lon-
don Times reported that all three forces 
will be smaller in size than they have 
ever been (July 22).

The Army will lose four infantry bat-
talions, three from England and one from 
Scotland. A third of its main Challenger 
2 battle tanks will be discarded. Six as90 
heavy-artillery batteries will also go. The 
Army will undergo drastic restructur-
ing, resulting in the further altering of 
Britain’s famous regimental system—a 

The Royal Air Force 
will be slashed by 
nearly a quarter. 
The Navy will have 

12 fewer ships. Almost a 
third of the Army’s primary 
battle tanks will be gone. In 
total, Britain’s armed forces 
will be cut by 10 percent. 
Never before have there 
been such wide-ranging 
defense cuts in Britain. 

One would think a na-
tional debate would be set 
off among politicians and 
the media over the prudence 
of such action. In times past, 
certainly. But not today.

In a July 31 article in 
Britain’s Spectator, Stephen 
Glover reported that “the 
armed forces were literally 
decimated without either 

the opposition or the press 
raising much more than a 
grumble.”

To be fair, the defense 
cuts did catch front-page 

news in several newspapers 
for a day, but they quickly 
disappeared with virtu-
ally no serious discussion. 
Glover expressed concern 
most of all about the lack 

of expert analysis and 
“real concentrated rage.” 
“To most newspapers,” he 
wrote, “this was just an-
other story. To the armed 
forces and, I would submit, 
for the country, these cuts 
are catastrophic.”

“This country has 
changed,” Glover concluded, 
“and so have its newspapers. 
We nod to the armed forces 
as they pass, we may even 
regret that they are being cut 
again, and then we cheer-
fully turn the next page.” 
Such apathy in Britain only 
increases the danger posed 
by the reduction of defense 
capabilities in the face of 
increasing military threats.

In our August issue, 
editor in chief Gerald Flurry 

drew attention to the respon-
sibility of the media to warn 
the nation and its failure to 
do so in the years leading 
up to World War ii. He de-
scribed the media’s silence 
at that time as “extremely 
repugnant and shameful.” 

“This is how quintessen-
tially passive Britain (and 
America) had become in 
the 1930s,” he wrote. “The 
media led the way. There 
should have been a massive 
changing and turning from 
such dangerous thinking 
after World War ii. But it is 
far worse today, and we are 
going to pay an unparal-
leled penalty for refusing to 
seek the truth! We should 
start the process by learning 
from history.”
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system which has served it so well in the 
past—and an anticipated loss of morale. 

Four squadrons will disappear from 
the Air Force and five bases will be 
closed. By way of comparison, the Air 
Force’s home-defense squadrons are be-
ing slashed to the level of 1936 (Scotsman, 
op. cit.). Five of the 21 high-tech Nimrod 
mr2 maritime patrol aircraft—almost a 
quarter of the fleet—are being axed. All 
Jaguar fighter-bomber squadrons will be 
cut. The number of Rapier anti-aircraft 
missile launchers will be reduced by a 
half, and High Velocity Missile capabil-
ity will also be almost halved. 

The Navy will lose 12 vessels, includ-
ing three Type 42 destroyers and three 
anti-submarine Type 23 frigates—a fifth 
of its destroyer/frigate fleet—along with 
their Sea Dart missiles, vital to air de-
fense. Three mine hunters and three 
patrol vessels will go. For the first time 
since the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, 
Britain’s surface ships will number be-
low those of France.  

And this is all on top of cuts that have 
already been made in the past decade. For 
example, in 1990 the British armed forces 
contained almost 315,000 personnel; in 
2000, there were only 213,000 (Aviation 
Week & Space Technology, op. cit.). Do the 
math: To say this is a drastic reduction is 
an understatement. Now, with the cur-
rent round of cuts, within the next four 
years the number will drop to 188,000.

With the intensity of the cuts, one 
would think that all was quiet on the 
world scene. The very opposite is the 
case! British forces are already overex-
tended in Bosnia, Afghanistan, Northern 
Ireland and Iraq (Mirror, op. cit.). In the 

words of the chairman of the Commons 
Defense Committee, “Please explain 
who the idiot was who thinks you can 
cut the infantry at a time when the pres-
sure on them is enormous?” (ibid.). Avi-
ation Week & Space Technology reports 
that for elements of the British armed 
forces, overstretch has been a “chronic 
condition” (August 2). The Army’s man-
power, for example, is currently 5,000 
below levels set by the government in a 
1998 strategic defense review—and now 
it is being cut by a further 1,500! 

Though there are plans to replace 
some of the defense hardware being cut, 
by the time the new equipment is pro-
cured, it won’t even cover the shortfall 
let alone fill expanding needs. In the 
case of the Air Force, which will have 
less than half the number of crew need-
ed to fly the number of jets supposedly 
being procured, there are concerns that 
the government isn’t really committed 
to the purchases. As for the Navy, the 
delivery of two new aircraft carriers is 
not due until 2012 and 2015. As Defence 
Systems Daily stated, Blair “may well 
come to rue this restructuring of the 
UK’s armed forces” (July 22).

However, there is much more to be 
concerned about than just the cuts.

Vulnerable  As stated, the rationale for 
Britain’s military cuts lies in the new 
high-tech approach to war. This new 
battlefield approach entails what is be-
ing termed a Network Enabled Capa-
bility (nec). “nec is about the coherent 
integration of sensors, decision-makers 
and weapon systems along with support 
capabilities” (“Delivering Security in a 

Changing World,” www.mod.uk). The 
system essentially links all aspects of 
the battlefield together. Information is 
gathered from every area of operations 
including satellites, surveillance aircraft 
and foot patrols, all the way down to the 
shooters on the ground. It is delivered to 
command-and-control centers, which 
can share it with coalition partners and 
relay engagement commands. The result 
is expected to be a well-coordinated ef-
fort utilizing high-tech precise weapons 
based on the ground, ships and aircraft.  

At the heart of this data and voice net-
work is Skynet 5, a very sophisticated sat-
ellite to be built by the European Aeronau-
tic Defense and Space Company (eads). 
Paradigm Services, an eads subsidiary, 
will actually own the satellite and provide 
critical specialized secure communica-
tions services to the British Ministry of 
Defense under a contractual agreement. 

While this may not sound unusual 
under modern military modus operandi, 
it is an extreme danger and an Achilles 
heel for the entire British nation. As the 
Trumpet has pointed out in a number 
of issues, eads is a German-dominated 
European conglomerate. This means 
that Britain has hedged its national de-
fense, all its troop and equipment reduc-
tions as well as future battle plans—the 
defense of the nation—on a high-tech 
strategic system whose very lynch pin is 
being held by a nation that has twice at-
tempted to wipe it off the map. 

This is the height of naivety! From a 
prophetic standpoint, this fatal vulner-
ability is real. The Prophet Ezekiel states, 
“They have blown the trumpet, even to 
make all ready; but none goeth to the bat-
tle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude 
thereof” (Ezekiel 7:14). A warning goes 
out for battle and there is no response! 
This verse indicates a probable break-
down in military communications. 

How silly and naive British leader-
ship is! Even now, the relationship of 
Britain to the EU is tenuous, and Bible 
prophecy shows that Britain will not end 
up a part of the risen German-domi-
nated Holy Roman Empire. Yet at this 
point, the heart and core of its defense 
needs involve an essential and vital sys-
tem that is squarely in the hands of the 
nation at the core of this fast-rising im-
perial Europe! It is time for the nation 
of Britain to hear the trumpet warning 
being given from God—to turn from its 
evil ways and return to the one true God 
who alone can deliver them from their 
enemies (Ezekiel 33:11).� n
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w o r l d w a t c h
a Su rv ey of Gl oba l Ev en ts a n d C on dit ions to K eep a n Ey e on  

Did Germany not wreak havoc on 
Britain during the Second World War? 

According to German Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fisher, the British should get over it.  

Speaking on a bbc radio show, The 
Today Program, Fisher accused the British 
media of keeping alive antiquated images 
of Germany. “If you want to learn how the 
traditional Prussian goose-step works, 
you have to watch British tv, because in 
Germany, in the younger generation—even 
in my generation—nobody knows how 
to perform it,” he said (Deutsche Welle, 
October 28). World-war antagonist 
Germany is now the victim of British 
memories of its militarism? 

The usual homespun pacifists could 
not agree more. London’s Independent 
ran this: “The root of the problem is … an 
ingrained tendency, even—perhaps espe-
cially—among young Britons, to affirm 
their national identity by crowing about 
old victories and doing a defeated enemy 
down. Do we really have nothing better, 
nothing more recent, to feel good about?” 
(October 21). 

This cultural quandary was elevated front 
and center as Queen Elizabeth prepared for 
a historic visit to Germany. Bild, the biggest 
national German newspaper, ran a front-
page story asking if the Queen should not 

Germany to Britain: Forget the War

apologize for British war-time bombings. 
Only in the politically correct 21st century 
could such a proposition be put forward. It 
is as if defending yourself from a tyrannical 
government intent on subjecting you to na-
tional slavery has become an offense.  

The British, deceived by a biased press 
before the Second World War, are today 
a shadow of their former selves, and the 
Germans, eerily mirroring the 1930s, wax 
strong with each economic, political, cul-
tural and militaristic achievement. 

Bible prophecy points to the final 
outcome of this ancient Anglo-German 
relationship: The Germans will lead the 
world into one final conflagration, and 
Britain will be swept away with it. To 
learn more about these prophecies, re-
quest our free booklet Germany and the 
Holy Roman Empire.

OUTDATED  Nazis give the famous salute.

WHEN IN ROME  Under the statue of Pope Innocent X, European leaders sign 
the EU constitution in Rome, October 29.

EUROPE    

Constitution 
Signed in Rome

Under the watchful 
gaze of a bronze statue 

of a former pope, leaders 
from 25 European coun-
tries gathered together to 
sign the European Union 
constitution on October 29. 
The momentous ceremony 
was symbolically held on 
Capitoline Hill in Rome in 
the same room where the 
original Treaty of Rome 
was signed to establish 
the European Economic 
Community, forerunner to 
the EU, in 1957. 

Once adopted, the con-
stitution, which is 300 pages 
long and consists of more 
than 400 articles, will re-
place most of the existing 
EU treaties. It will bring the 
25 member states under one 
supranational government 
body and law. 

The EU faces a major ob-
stacle to implementation of 
the constitution however: 11 
member nations, including 
the UK, have committed to 
holding referendums to ratify 
the constitution. In those 
countries, rather than the 
constitution being ratified by 
parliament, the people will 
vote directly to accept or re-
ject it. The constitution must 
be ratified by all nations in 
order to come into effect Nov. 
1, 2006. If there is a no vote in 
even just one country, a clause 
states the matter will be taken 
up by the European Council.

“A ‘no’ vote would … spur 
the creation of a two-speed 
Europe in which countries 
like France and Germany 
will push ahead toward an 
‘ever closer union’ with-
out laggards like Britain” 
(United Press International, 
October 28).

Still, the signing of this 
document was a historic 

event with profound implica-
tions. As Henri Spaak, the 
former secretary general of 
nato, said of the 1957 signing: 
“We felt like Romans on that 

day; we were consciously re-
creating the Roman Empire.”

This magazine has long 
contended that the unifica-
tion of Europe under the 

guise of the EU 
is in fact a resur-
rection of the 
Roman Empire 
of old, in ac-
cordance with 
Bible prophecy. 
A united Europe, 
going back to its 
Roman roots, 
will once again 
be a world-ruling 
empire. 

For more on 
where this resur-
rection of the 
Roman Empire 
is leading and 
on the prophetic 
implications 
of the EU con-

stitution, see our August 
2004 article “Europe’s True 
Nature Exposed” under 
“Issue Archives” at  
www.theTrumpet.com.
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EUROPE    

In a world facing mod-
ern threats such as inter-

national terrorism and weap-
ons of mass destruction, 
conventional self-defense 
strategies are fast becom-
ing outdated. The European 
Union recently has been 
rethinking its security strate-
gies and proposing plans for 
Europe to become better pre-
pared to fight terrorism and 
other global threats.

An EU-commissioned 
report published September 
15 calls for Europe to develop 

Wanted: Mightier Military
the military and civilian 
resources to engage in re-
gional conflicts around the 
world and the capabilities to 
respond to terrorist threats 
at their source. To facilitate 
these plans, defense experts 
propose more defense spend-
ing and a 15,000-member hu-
man security response force. 
The proposal not only entails 
the use of military power, but 
using civilian means such as 

IN LINE  Italian NATO soldiers dutifully serve in the Balkans.
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On December 2, nato 
hands over command 

of the peacekeeping mission 
in Bosnia to the European 
Union. The mission consists 
of 7,000 men and is the largest 
military mission the EU has 
led by far.

To many, this event may 
not seem significant. Maj. 
Gen. David Leakey, com-
mander of the new EU force, 
has served in the nato force 
in Bosnia previously. In fact, 
on December 2, 80 percent 
of the troops in the nato 
force will “simply change the 
insignia on their uniforms” 
(Irish Times, November 4). 
According to Deutsche Welle, 
the EU “will sort of ‘borrow’ 
personnel and equipment 
from nato” (September 17). 

How is this event sig-
nificant? The question is not 
one of military presence, 
but of political power. As the 
EU’s special representative 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Lord Ashdown, put it, “It is 
scarcely possible to overesti-
mate the significance of this 
operation …. For Bosnia, it 
marks a milestone on the 
route from war toward peace 

EU Troops Take 
Over Balkans

policing to help with crisis 
management and civil disrup-
tion after EU intervention. 

In a separate paper, 
the Institute for Security 
Studies—an autonomous 
EU institute dominated by 
the Germans and French—is 
proposing an EU defense 
strategy that would include 
preemptive wars. In it, mili-
tary strategists suggest the 
preemptive strategy include 
the use of nuclear arms, stat-
ing that British and French 
nuclear weapons could be 
used as a military option 

(www.german-foreign 
-policy.com, October 10). 
Their proposal stresses the 
need for the EU to develop 
a strategy that fosters early, 
rapid and robust intervention. 

There is no doubt these 
new proposals and plans will 
be considered seriously with 
the aftermath of the Iraqi war 
still going on and the Madrid 
bombing of March 11 still 
fresh on European minds. 
The EU is learning from U.S. 
experience in Iraq and real-
izing more and more the im-
portance of preemptive strat-
egies for fighting terrorism. 

Watch the EU develop 
more aggressive strategies to 
become a dominant global 
force—using terror threats 
as an excuse to beef up its 
military.

stabilization and eventually 
joining the European Union. 
… It’s the biggest, most im-
portant realization of the 
common European foreign 
and security policy. It has to 
succeed because, upon this, 
the whole of the rest of the 
policy will be based” (bbc 
News, October 23).

Ever since Europe, led by 
Germany, used the U.S. and 
nato to muscle its way into 
the Balkans, this magazine 
has been declaring that this is 
all prophecy being fulfilled! As 
our editor in chief wrote in 
the March-April 2003 issue, 
“Most of this conquer-
ing was accomplished 
with U.S. military power. 
But it is Germany and the 
European Union that are 
taking control of the former 
Yugoslavia. … They have a 
dangerous global ambition. 

… Germany is leading the 
EU. Now it has an area (for-
mer Yugoslavia) to test and 
build its military—relatively 
unnoticed by the world. … 
[T]he EU uses nato planning 
and assets—mostly U.S.—to 
build this Frankenstein mon-
ster. … It is leading to the 
worst world war ever.” 

Now, rather than hiding 
behind nato and the U.S., the 
EU is operating under its own 
military authority in Bosnia. 
Although Germany cur-
rently has 7,000 troops in the 
Balkans, it continues its policy 
of maintaining support for 
international organizations as 
the umbrella under which to 
carry out German ambition. 

To understand more on 
the prophetic significance 
of the EU’s presence in the 
Balkans, please request our 
free booklet The Rising Beast.

German troops will 
continue their mission 

in the Mediterranean and off 
the Horn of Africa as part of 
the fight against terror.

Maritime troops are sta-
tioned there in support of 
U.S.-led anti-terrorism op-
erations, a deployment that 
was set to expire November 
15. However, the German 
parliament overwhelmingly 
approved a measure to leave 
the 500 soldiers there for at 
least another year. Officials 
said the measure, which al-
lows for up to 3,100 troops, 
was “essential to German 
security” and that it was part 
of Germany’s responsibility 
as a member of the United 
Nations (Deutsche Welle, 
November 12).

This was the first deploy-
ment of German troops out-
side Europe since World War 
ii, and an example of how 
the fight against terror is be-
ing used an excuse to assume 
a more muscular military 
posture.

German Troops 
to Hold Post
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Too many people fail 
to recognize Asia’s 

mounting global influence. 
Few seem to understand the 
potential worldwide ramifi-
cations should these nations 
unite. How much power 
would this kind of coalition 
ultimately boast on the world 
scene? 

Consider these recent 
developments. On October 
19, India said “it wants to set 
up an Asian economic com-
munity that would include 
asean countries, China, 
Japan, South Korea and India 
and would create a huge mar-
ket from the Himalayas to the 
Pacific Ocean. ‘This is an idea 
whose time is fast approach-
ing and we must be prepared 
for it collectively,’ Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh 
told the third India-asean 
business summit in New 
Delhi” (Reuters, October 19). 

This proposed Asian com-
munity would be as large 
as the European Union and 
would rival the developing 
Latin American Free Trade 

Agreement in 
size. As these na-
tions rapidly form 
into a great trad-
ing bloc, watch for 
them to take on a new sense 
of identity and power. 

Also, watch for Japan 
and China to become lead-
ers in this Eastern coalition. 
China is actively working 
to ensure its ultimate con-
trol of the Asian economic 
community. For example, 
Beijing has made a deal with 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (asean) to 
remove tariffs by 2010—the 
latest in a plan to create a 
China-asean free-trade zone. 

Trade, economy and mu-
tual political interests usu-
ally underpin any coalition 
of nations. Take the 25-na-
tion EU for example. This 
evolved from the European 
Economic Community, 
which spawned from the 
European Coal and Steel 
Community. You can be 
sure that the development of 
trade and economic ties be-

a s i a

Nations Growing Closer

tween Asian nations will act 
as a catalyst toward further 
unification of the region. 

As Asian countries draw 
closer in trade, watch also for 
these nations to align politi-
cally and militarily. Consider 
the influence that a politi-
cally united Asia, supported 
by a militarily united Asia, 
would have on the world 
scene! What would be the 
ramifications of Japan’s su-
perior navy combining with 
China’s space and nuclear 
technology, and both being 
supported by tens of millions 
of foot soldiers from around 
Asia? It would create the 
greatest military in history. 

That is exactly what the 
Bible prophesies. For more 
on where current trade and 
economic agreements in Asia 
are leading, please request 
our free booklet Russia and 
China in Prophecy.

m i d d l e  e a s t

EU Moving In?

At a European Union 
summit in Brussels on 

November 4-5, EU leaders 
endorsed a plan proposed by 
EU foreign policy chief Javier 
Solana outlining how the EU 
can assist in the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state. 

The four-pronged of-
fensive calls for EU coop-
eration with the Palestinian 
Authority on security, insti-
tutional reforms, economic 
aid and local elections. 

Specifically, the plan calls 
for deploying EU peace-
keeping troops to the Gaza 
Strip ahead of Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon’s 
planned unilateral with-
drawal from the territory. At 
first they will help train and 
organize a Palestinian police 
force to enforce law and or-
der following Israel’s retreat, 
but one Solana aide says “a 
more robust role should not 
[be] ruled out” (EUobserver.
com, November 2).

“We are ready to contrib-
ute and to cooperate with 
our Palestinian friends on 
all the elements that they 
need: security, or adminis-
tration reform, or whatever 
is necessary,” Solana said in 
an interview with Germany’s 
Der Spiegel (Middle East 
Newsline, November 4).

Interestingly, at the same 
time the EU is offering “what-
ever is necessary” to help the 
Palestinians, it is calling for 
Israel to withdraw from the 
West Bank, including the east-
ern half of Jerusalem. Israel 
must “commit to making the 
[Gaza] withdrawal the first 
step in a process that leads to 
the pullout from all the oc-
cupied areas,” Solana told Der 
Spiegel. “Sharon is mistaken 
if he thinks that withdrawal 
from Gaza is enough,” he 
said. “Europe won’t support 
that” (Jerusalem Newswire, 
October 24).

Ironically, Sharon’s pro-
posal to withdraw from 
Gaza, which was sold to his 
people as a way to stall inter-
national pressure on Israel 
to give up eastern Jerusalem 
and other territory, is doing 
just the opposite. Europe is 
lauding the move at the same 
time it uses it to pressure 
Israel into further territo-
rial concessions. The EU is 
attempting to use the Gaza 
withdrawal to jump-start 
its Roadmap to Middle East 
peace—a plan that gives the 
Palestinians an indepen-
dent state, including eastern 
Jerusalem.

Referring to Zechariah 
14:2, editor in chief Gerald 
Flurry forewarns, “East 
Jerusalem—one half of the 
city—will be conquered by 

the Palestinians!” (Jerusalem 
in Prophecy). When this trig-
ger event happens, you can 
be certain that Europe will 
muscle its way into assum-
ing “a more robust role” in 
securing Jerusalem as well. 
Such a prospect should send 
off alarm bells for anyone 
familiar with Christ’s fa-
mous Olivet prophecy, “And 

when ye shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then 
know that the desolation 
thereof is nigh” (Luke 21:20).  

Request Jerusalem in 
Prophecy to learn more about 
Europe’s prophesied involve-
ment in Israel and continue 
watching for God’s prophe-
cies concerning Jerusalem to 
be fulfilled.

w o r l d w a t c h

OPEN  First China-ASEAN Expo, November 3
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WATCH  Jerusalem is destined to be center of a soon-coming 
global conflagration, with Europe at the heart of the conflict.
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g e r m a n y

EU Human Rights Law Not 
Applicable European Founda-
tion Intelligence Digest, October  22
“The German constitu-
tional court has ruled that 
the rulings of the European 
Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg are not bind-
ing in German law. The 
German judicial system 
must take account of the 
rulings of Strasbourg, and 
it must attempt to integrate 
them into domestic law, but 
it is not subject to them.”

To say nothing of Berlin’s 
view of “human rights,” 
this is yet another instance 
of the EU’s largest nation 
showing itself to be above 
the laws set forth by the EU. 
The double standard that 
Germany applies to itself is 
a sign that this nation will 
in fact lead Europe, as the 
Bible prophesies.

b r i t a i n

Spain Solid on Rock 
Stance Mercosur, November 4
“The Spanish foreign 
minister said [November 3] 
that his government main-
tains its claim to sovereign-
ty over Gibraltar and will 
continue to press the issue 
in a renewed dialogue with 
Britain. … [He] said the 
strategy of Prime Minister 
Jose Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero’s Socialist ad-
ministration would be to 
recover sovereignty over 
Gibraltar through dialogue 
and cooperation.”

Britain, once possessing 
the world’s most crucial sea 
gates, has been losing them 
since the mid-20th cen-
tury—from Suez to Hong 
Kong. We have foretold that 
it will also lose Gibraltar. 
For more on this, see our 
September-October 2001 
article “Britain Dislodged 
Over the Rock” at www.
theTrumpet.com, under 
“Issue Archives.”

i n  b r i e f
a s i a

China-Iran Oil Deal 
Wall Street Journal, November 1
“Iran has secured a pre-
liminary oil and natural gas 
agreement with China po-
tentially valued at tens of bil-
lions of dollars, the biggest 
in a spate of energy deals 
complicating Washington’s 
efforts to economically 
isolate Iran over its nuclear 
program. … The deal dem-
onstrates how global energy 
needs are complicating U.S. 
security interests.” Iran is 
now one of China’s top four 
crude-oil suppliers. Earlier 
this year Washington failed 
to dissuade Japan from 
signing a $3 billion deal con-
cerning an Iranian oil field. 
Thus, Iran’s march to re-
gional supremacy continues.

A f r ic  a

Poor of the World   
Business Day, November 3
“Sub-Saharan Africa 
will hold 50 percent of the 
world’s poor by 2015, an 
annual South Africa Survey, 
released by the SA Institute 
of Race Relations (sairr), 
shows. … ‘Africa will get 
significantly poorer during 
a time period that will see 
global poverty reduced by 
a third,’ the sairr said in a 
statement ….”

w e a t h e r

Disaster Toll Tripled in ’03  
CNN News, October 29
“Natural  disasters 
killed 76,806 people in 2003, 
three times the number of 
victims in 2002, a rise due in 
part to extremes in the glob-
al climate.” The earthquake 
in Iran that killed 31,000 
and the heat wave in Europe 
that killed 35,000 were the 
biggest contributors to the 
figures. “In all, a quarter of a 
billion people were affected 
by drought, floods and 
earthquakes, which caused 
at least $56 billion in dam-
age in 2003, twice the cost of 
the previous year ….”

e c o n o m y

Hurricane’s Financial Aftermath

In just six weeks, Florida 
and the southeastern 

United States were smashed 
by four of the top 10 costliest 
disasters in U.S. history.

Hurricanes Charley, 
Frances, Ivan and Jeanne 
racked up over $20 billion 
in insured losses, which, at 
most, represents only half 
of the total loss. Every fifth 
home in Florida was dam-
aged and an estimated 37,000 
were destroyed. More than 
2.1 million claims have been 
filed. Taken together, only 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
(including property, liabil-
ity and life insurance) cost 
insurers more than the four 
hurricanes.

The losses would have 
been much higher to the in-
surance companies, however, 
had they not raised deduct-
ibles on Florida homeowners 
in the aftermath of 1992’s 
Hurricane Andrew. While a 
typical U.S. policy has a $500 
deductible, about two thirds 
of Florida’s homeowners 
have a 2 percent deductible 
for hurricane damage. For 
example, if a home is valued 
at $200,000, the homeowner 
pays the first $4,000 in dam-
ages! Some deductibles are as 
high as 5 percent. The strate-
gy saved the insurance com-

panies billions of dollars this 
time around, but how much 
more can the homeowners 
withstand?

Meanwhile, some econo-
mists argue that hurricanes 
are actually good for the 
national economy—that 
the losses from disruption 
and destruction are more 
than offset by the stimulus 
provided through rebuild-
ing efforts. They point to the 
71,000 construction jobs cre-
ated in October and the extra 
48,000 jobs added by tempo-
rary staffing agencies—many 
to help with hurricane-re-
lated work. 

This argument misses the 
main point.

God says He controls the 
weather! Read all of Job 37. 
“God thunder[s] with His 
voice wonderfully, Doing 
great things and we know 
not. … From the inner 
chamber come[s] a hurri-
cane …” (Job 37:5, 9; Young’s 
Literal Translation). 

Why does God do this? 
“Whether for correction, or 
for his land, or for love, he 
causes it to happen” (verse 
13; New Revised Standard 
Version). Maybe God is try-
ing to tell us something. 
What will it take to get our 
attention?

JEANNE BLUES  Insurance companies are feeling the pinch from 
Florida’s record-breaking hurricane season.
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Immoral MajorityBy stephen flurry

If we couldn’t trust the exit 
polls to determine who would win 
the U.S. presidential election, why 
should we believe its post-election 

analysis? On Election Day, exit polls 
had liberal journalists in newsrooms all 
over the world positively giddy. Senator 
Kerry was projected to win easily. After 
he lost, the downcast media elite at least 
took comfort in the fact that, according 
to exit polls, it was the right-wing, ho-
mophobic Christians in the heartland of 
America that tilted the scales in favor of 
the incumbent.

Suddenly, America was ultra-reli-
gious—a “conservative” nation. It scared 
thousands of paranoid liberals enough to 
even consider the prospect of immigrat-
ing to Canada. Bloggers circulated maps 
of North America around the Internet 
with the West Coast and the Northeast 
shaded blue, along with Canada—collec-
tively calling it “The United States of Can-
ada.” Middle America, in red, was labeled 
“Jesusland.” New Yorkers and San Fran-
ciscans took offense at Middle America’s 
self-righteous disdain for the lifestyle and 
culture promoted on both coasts. The 
New York Times quoted one New Yorker 
as saying, “I’m saddened by what I feel is 
the obtuseness and shortsightedness of a 
good part of the country—the heartland. 
This kind of redneck, shoot-from-the-
hip mentality and a very concrete inter-
pretation of religion is prevalent in Bush 
country—in the heartland.” 

All this fuss because of a biased elite 
media and one question, asked by one 
pollster, which found that 22 percent of 
Americans based their vote on “moral val-
ues” more than any other single issue. This 
issue superseded the six other choices on 
the survey: economy and jobs, terrorism, 
Iraq, health care, taxes and education. But 
as Charles Krauthammer noted in his No-
vember 12 column, comparing the broad 
category of moral values with something 
like health care skewed the findings of the 
survey. “Moral values encompass abor-
tion, gay marriage, Hollywood’s influ-
ence, the general coarsening of the culture 
and, for some, the morality of preemptive 
war. The way to logically pit this class of 

issues against the others would be to pit it 
against other classes: ‘war issues’ or ‘for-
eign policy issues’ (Iraq plus terrorism) 
and ‘economic issues’ (jobs, taxes, health 
care, etc.),” Krauthammer wrote.

“If you pit group against group, the 
moral values class comes in dead 
last: war issues at 34 percent, economic 
issues variously described at 33 percent 
and moral values at 22 percent—i.e., they 
are at least a third less salient than the 
others” (emphasis mine throughout). 

Additionally, exit polls also found 
that in an open-ended questionnaire 
(without multiple choices), only 14 per-
cent said “moral values” mattered most 
in their vote. The moral minority dwin-
dles yet further!

As an aside to the reporting on this 
election, it is interesting to consider how 
short the memory is for elite journalists. 
In 1992, President Bush’s father lost his 
bid for re-election precisely because he 
pandered to the religious right, judging 
by how that election was reported. It was 
Patrick Buchanan’s “culture war” speech 
in Houston at the Republican National 
Convention that supposedly sealed the 
elder Bush’s fate. Buchanan’s hard-line 
rhetoric terrified the moderate “swing” 
voters, we were told. Americans weren’t 
interested in upholding a high standard 
of moral conduct.

Now, 12 years later, America is so 
conservative it’s scary. And how do we 
know this? Because 14 percent of vot-
ers surveyed said “moral values” mat-
tered most when deciding how to vote 
for president. That’s the conventional 
wisdom now disseminating from the 
secularist media. America is too conser-
vative—its moral code being driven by 
radical religious fundamentalists.

Moral Concern  The media’s knee-jerk re-
action to Middle America’s so-called re-
ligious extremism is more a reflection of 
the animosity it has for President Bush, a 
man who has made no secret of his faith 
and how it affects his decision-making. It 
may be true that the president’s private be-
liefs have encouraged more vocal support 
from religious circles (something, again, 
that makes the media uncomfortable), but 

that doesn’t mean we are in the midst of a 
moral revival. In truth, our moral values 
have been in sharp decline for decades. 
An avalanche of evidence supports this 
fact—going back at least 12 years. 

In several polls taken during the mid-
1990s, the majority of Americans said 
they were “very concerned” about the 
sex, violence and profanity on television 
and in movies. In 1995, a USA Today/
cnn/Gallup poll interviewed more than 
65,000 tv viewers. It found that 96 percent 
of television viewers were very concerned 
or somewhat concerned about sex on tv. 
The percentage concerned about violence 
was even higher. In other words, in 1995, 
all were nearly unanimous in their agree-
ment that television had too much sex and 
violence. Eighty-three percent of those 
surveyed said the entertainment indus-
try should make a serious effort to reduce 
sex and violence in movies, music and tv. 
Sixty-eight percent said that if the indus-
try would do that, it would significantly 
improve the moral climate in America.

Of course, the entertainment indus-
try would never do that. And the reason 
is that no matter how valueless their 
content is, Americans will still tune in. 
In the average American household, 
the television is on approximately seven 
hours per day. Many American children 
spend more time with a television set 
before age 6 than they will spend with 
their fathers during their entire lifetime.

The November 9 issue of Family 
Circle noted similar findings regarding 
Americans’ views and habits in televi-
sion viewing. According to its survey, 81 
percent of adults “think that reality tv 
shows pander to our worst nature.” Yet, 
the same survey found that 56 percent of 
adults with children under 18 say they 
almost always watch reality tv. Again, 
71 percent of adults worry about what 
shows like Extreme Makeover and The 
Swan will teach young people about how 
to judge human worth. Yet, even with 
these concerns, 52 percent of women 
polled would like to have a makeover.

Notice the trend here? Judging by 
what we say about moral values, it 
would appear that Americans are quite 
concerned—but only in a passive sense. 

Immoral Majority
The red states may have won an election. But the blue states have won the     culture war.
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Immoral MajorityOnly a minority of us actually exhibit 
the willpower to change our behavior.

Added to that, our very definition of 
morality today is relative. It means dif-
ferent things to different people. But this 
much is true across the board: As society’s 
standards lower, everyone’s definition of 
right and wrong continues to be watered 
down. This is highlighted by a Pew re-
search study conducted in the summer 
of 2003 which found that “an increasing 
number of Americans are able to accept 
such social changes as homosexuality and 
changing women’s roles while maintaining 
traditional religious and social values.”

Religion has done nothing to slow our 
long-term decline in morality—at least 
judging by the way God defines moral-
ity. As Victor Davis Hanson put it in the 
National Review Online, “Most Ameri-
cans—in the movies they watch, the tv 
shows they view, the radio they hear, the 
abortions they receive, the sexual prac-
tices they choose, and the fashion and 
entertainment they enjoy—do not feel 
they are straight-jacketed by a Christian 
fundamentalist society” (November 12).

The Cultural Agenda  Last month in the 
Trumpet, we pointed out that the tradi-
tional family values platform was all but 
forgotten in this year’s political cam-
paign—even on the “conservative” side. 
We pointed to the Republican National 
Convention as one example of that. Four 
speakers from that convention support 
gay rights. Two of them are pro-abor-
tion. One previously admitted to sexual 
harassment. Two were involved in messy, 
high-profile divorces.

It’s no wonder Republicans decided 
to shelve the traditional values platform. 
Fred Barnes, of the Weekly Standard, 
noticed that the Republicans “barely 
mentioned” the values campaign in the 
lead-up to the election. 

The media didn’t either—until the 
day after the election, when they shame-
lessly amplified the myth that Middle 
America was far too conservative and 
religious. Anything to make their secular 
agenda seem moderate and balanced.

But as Frank Rich correctly noted in 
the New York Times, “Everything about 

the election results—and about Ameri-
can culture itself—confirms an inescap-
able reality: John Kerry’s defeat notwith-
standing, it’s blue America, not red, that 
is inexorably winning the culture war, 
and by a landslide. …

“Excess and vulgarity, as always, en-
joy a vast, bipartisan constituency, and 
in a democracy no political party will 
ever stamp them out. If anyone is laugh-
ing all the way to the bank this election 
year, it must be the undisputed king of 
the red cultural elite, Rupert Murdoch. 
Fox News is a rising profit center within 
his News Corp., and each red-state dol-
lar that it makes can be plowed back into 
the rest of Fox’s very blue entertainment 
portfolio” (November 13).

Murdoch fancies himself as a radical 
conservative, but you’d never guess that 
after viewing an episode of Fox’s Trad-
ing Spouses. Murdoch’s News Corpora-
tion also owns Direct tv, which delivers 
soft- and hardcore porn into millions of 
homes across North America. abc News 
estimates that pornography on Direct 
tv pulls in $500 million per year for Mr. 
Murdoch.

Other media conglomerates also rake 
in big bucks from porn. Time Warner’s 
public relations director Mark Harrod 
insists that its decision to offer its 11 mil-
lion cable customers porn is driven by 
consumers. Time Warner also owns hbo 
and Cinemax, which together have near-
ly 39 million subscribers. It also pulls in 
close to $3 billion annually from Warner 
Brother’s Pictures. Time Warner’s ceo is 
a man by the name of Richard Parsons, 
a registered Republican.

Viacom is one of the largest global 
media empires, with a financial stake in 
movie production and distribution, ca-
ble tv, radio, the Internet and book pub-
lishing. It owns Blockbuster, Paramount 
Pictures, the cbs network and numer-
ous cable stations, like mtv, vh1, bet 
and Showtime. Its Infinity Broadcast-
ing plays shock-jock Howard Stern on 27 
radio stations every weekday morning, 
drawing an estimated weekly audience 
of 8 to 10 million. Viacom’s ceo, Sumner 
Redstone, endorsed President Bush for 
re-election.

General Electric owns Universal Pic-
tures’ movie and television studios and 
the nbc television network. Its ceo, Jef-
frey Immelt, contributed to President 
Bush’s campaign.

It is these corporate giants, Frank Rich 
wrote in his column, “not Susan Saran-
don and Bruce Springsteen, who actually 
set the American cultural agenda.”

A Losing Battle  A few weeks after Presi-
dent Clinton’s impeachment trial in 
early 1999, Paul Weyrich, head of the 
conservative Free Congress Foundation 
in Washington, made a startling sugges-
tion to his peers. He wrote, “I no longer 
believe that there is a moral majority. I 
do not believe that a majority of Ameri-
cans actually share our values.” Other-
wise, he said, President Clinton would 
have been driven out of office. 

Weyrich then spoke in broader terms: 
“The culture we are living in becomes an 
ever wider sewer. In truth, I think we are 
caught up in a cultural collapse of his-
toric proportions, a collapse so great that 
it simply overwhelms politics. … I don’t 
have all the answers or even all the ques-
tions. But I know that what we have been 
doing for 30 years hasn’t worked, that 
while we have been fighting and winning 
in politics, our culture has decayed into 
something approaching barbarism.”

No Republican victory will ever res-
urrect our nationwide moral collapse. 
To believe that is out of touch with 
reality! The “blue states” have already 
won the cultural battle, notwithstanding 
the media’s shameless attempt to cram 
the secular agenda even further down 
our throats. That’s why conservatives 
ignored the moral values platform this 
past election cycle.

To see how devastating our cultural 
collapse has been, one need only look at 
the central issues to the present moral 
debate. Do homosexuals have the legal 
right to get married? Do women have the 
legal right to murder their partially born 
babies? Can scientists legally kill embry-
onic life in order to extract stem cells?

These are the issues now up for de-
bate? That in itself shows how far we’ve 
slid into the pit of cultural depravity.� n

murdoch redstone
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Do you want to be free from 
pornography? If so, you are not 
alone. But you are in for a bitter 
battle.

Our culture is saturated in sex. Highly 
sexualized images and messages are print-
ed, displayed and broadcast incessantly 
through every form of mass communica-
tion. Many people have convinced them-
selves that there is nothing wrong with 
this—that it is harmless, even healthy.

Such thinking is deception. 
Jesus Christ plainly condemned our 

pornophilic culture. He called it adul-
tery—a violation of God’s eternal spiri-
tual law: “I say unto you, That whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her already in 
his heart” (Matthew 5:28). Of course, 
this applies to lusting after men too. In 
fact, it would include a lot of sexualized 
content that isn’t even commonly called 
pornography; some in the sex industry 
have devised distinctions intended to 
make certain types of lust-inducing ma-
terial seem harmless. Christ disagrees.

With pervasive temptations, by no 
means is it easy to keep your mind free of 
lustful thoughts. The Apostle Paul went 
so far as to call it a life-and-death struggle: 
“Put to death, therefore, whatever be-
longs to your earthly nature: sexual im-
morality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5, 
New International Version). The Apostle 
Peter also spoke of it as being a war: “Dear-
ly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11). 

What is your attitude toward pornog-
raphy? Does it match God’s? 

Many who look at porn say they don’t 
feel guilty about it. Their conscience is 
either uneducated, or it has been seared 
(Jeremiah 6:15; Ephesians 4:17-19). They 
need to understand that porn is sin. Last 
month’s Trumpet cover story showed 
how it is a major tool that Satan the devil 
uses to destroy men in particular, and 
women and children, and families.

Many others acknowledge that porn 
and public sexuality are destructive and 
want to steer clear of them. For anyone 
with any degree of contact with mass 
media—television,  Internet, magazines, 
newspapers, movies, books—this requires 
genuine effort. Practically speaking, fail-
ing to battle means losing the battle. 

How much are you fighting to protect 
your mind against pornography? 

Sadly, many, even with effort, are 
losing that battle. Porn, and its often-

Can you remain sexually pure in a smutty world?  By Joel Hilliker

Porn Free
associated immoral sexual habits, can 
be powerfully addictive. And it can be 
much harder to overcome than some 
addictions—and not only because gen-
erally the people affected don’t want to 
give it up: With chemical addictions, 
you can purge the elements from your 
bloodstream, but mental images from 
pornography cannot be erased.

Many are caught in the trap of por-
nography and want to be free of it. They 
can see the damage done to themselves 
and their families—they wish they had 
more self-control—but they feel unable to 
free themselves. They are living testimo-
ny of the truth contained in 2 Peter 2:19: 
“[W]hatever overcomes a man, to that he 
is enslaved” (Revised Standard Version).

Is this a problem you face? 

The First Step  Breaking free from the 
common sexuality around us, and even 
the immoral desires within ourselves, 
can be an enormous challenge. The ob-
vious first step each of us must take is to 
acknowledge that it is a problem.

Because public sexuality is so perva-
sive, it is easy to compromise with. We 
must understand, however, just how dam-
aging compromise can be in this matter. 

The Bible makes a powerful compari-
son between sexual immorality and fire, 

or hot coals. Permitting yourself a “lit-
tle” sexual lust is like carrying a “small 
amount” of fire close to your chest, or 
walking barefoot on red-hot embers—
you will be burned and blistered every 
time (Proverbs 6:23-29). 

The Bible contains a two-part defi-
nition of “pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father.” It says a 
man practicing pure religion is “to keep 
himself unspotted [or unstained] from 
the world” (James 1:27). This is a true 
challenge in a world deeply stained with 
sexual impurity!

Pure water contains no contaminants; 
you would not call a glass of water with 
a “little bit” of mud mixed into it pure 
water. A pure sexual life includes noth-
ing outside God’s commanded use of sex 
between a lawfully wedded husband and 
wife—a relationship God created to be 
fully satisfying and rewarding sexually.

Pornography is poison; a meal con-
taining a “little bit” of cyanide is not a 
healthy meal. Compromising with por-
nographic or lust-inducing material is es-
sentially making the same choice Adam 
and Eve made in eating from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil—that is, 
a satanic mixture that is appealing to the 
senses, but leads to death (Genesis 2:17). 

Good and evil is ingrained in our think-
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ing as a society. To take a prime example, 
the entertainment industry is filled with 
artistic excellence besmirched by moral 
depravity. (In many cases, the material 
most lauded and honored by critics and 
insiders is actually the most corrupt.) 

Can you recognize the extent of the 
problem? How much of this compro-
mising mindset has affected your own 
thinking?

Consider a comparison with alcohol. 
To a recovering alcoholic, even a drop of 
alcohol can be an unbearable temptation. 
Likewise, for someone who has allowed 
pornography to get the better of him, 
the tiniest dose can inflame a desire for 
more. The important difference, howev-
er, is that a non-addict can consume alco-
hol moderately with no negative effects, 
whereas lust is not something that should 
be indulged, even in moderate amounts. 

It is truly a rare individual who is will-
ing to make the effort to distance himself 
or herself from this way of thinking and 
strive, even against powerful personal 
temptation, for true purity.

We live in a media-soaked world. We 
all need to step back and get perspective 
on this aspect of our personal lives and rig-
orously, honestly evaluate our media con-
sumption, specifically its negative effects 
on us. What are your attitudes, behaviors 
and habits regarding, in particular, mass-
media portrayals of sexuality? Prayerfully 
confront assumptions and faults in your 
own thinking. How has porn hurt or hin-
dered you and those around you? Do you 
truly want to be rid of it? Are you willing 
to do whatever it takes? If not, why not? 
How can you overcome that resistance? 
The more honest your assessment, the 
more benefit you’ll gain from it.

As Jesus Christ said, purity includes 
not just law-abiding actions, but also 
thoughts. As King David prayed, “Let 
the words of my mouth, and the medi-
tation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my re-

deemer” (Psalms 19:14). 2 Corinthians 
10:5 enjoins “Casting down imagina-
tions, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” 

What we allow ourselves to look at 
certainly affects what we think about. 
We must not underestimate the power of 
mass media on our thinking. To become 
pure, we must be vigilant gatekeepers for 

what goes into our minds. That means 
not creating rationalizations about what 
we can “handle,” but rather being truth-
ful with ourselves and with God, and 
seeking to keep ourselves—and our 
families—as far away from unsuitable 
material as possible.

In determining what is acceptable 
media use, we cannot use societal stan-
dards to make our decisions. These are in 
constant flux, with a clear trend toward 
increasing corruption. God’s unchanging 
spiritual law must be our only standard.

We want to be able to say, like the 
Apostle Paul in Acts 24:16, “I always take 
pains to have a clear conscience toward 
God and toward men” (rsv). 

No Provision for the Flesh  What if you do 
find yourself drawn toward sexually ex-
plicit material? 

The most important principle to live 
by in overcoming such temptations is to 
stay as far away from the problem as pos-
sible. Human nature wants to get as close 
to the problem as possible. That is a guar-
anteed path to failure, because, as Christ 
said, “[T]he spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.”

Shun entertainment with inappropri-
ate sexual content. Strictly avoid mov-
ies that contain nudity or lust-inducing 
sexuality. Before deciding to see a movie, 
check reviews from moral-based film 
critics; websites such as ScreenIt.com 
or MovieGuide.org provide much more 
comprehensive explanations of possibly 
objectionable material than the only-
vaguely trustworthy mpaa system em-
ployed in the United States. Consider cut-
ting out “R” or even “pg-13” rated movies 
altogether. Often you cannot take the 
word of mainstream critics, who evaluate 
only a movie’s aesthetic value, and many 
of whom are simply perverts. (Popular 
film critic Roger Ebert, for example, co
wrote X-rated movies in the 1970s.) 

Romans 13:14 instructs us to “make 

not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof.” The Living Bible translates 
this, “[D]on’t make plans to enjoy evil,” 
and the New International reads, “[D]o 
not think about how to gratify the desires 
of the sinful nature.” In other words, rid 
your life of all the temptations you can, 
and then burn your bridges.

If you have sexually explicit material 
in your home, get rid of it. Toss out or de-

stroy any indecent magazines, books or 
videos. If you need to have certain chan-
nels blocked from your cable tv service, 
do so. If you need to get rid of your dvd 
player or television, do so. If you need to 
purchase a content filter for your Internet 
connection, do so. If you need to change 
isps to a provider that screens out porn, 
do so. If you need to cut off your Internet 
access, do so. If you need to get rid of your 
computer, do so. If you need to, have your 
phone company block out phone num-
bers that start with the 900 area code.

Get as far away as necessary, take 
whatever steps you need, to eliminate 
the temptation. Christ advocated radi-
cal measures where necessary to preserve 
your spiritual health and well-being. After 
explaining that simply looking lustfully 
can constitute adultery, He said, “And if 
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for 
thee that one of thy members should per-
ish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell” (Matthew 5:29).

Are you willing to get radical—to 
figuratively pluck out your eye?

Have a Battle Plan  Purity requires a battle 
plan. Examine your life for things you 
may need to change about your lifestyle. 
Look for patterns of failure. Think ahead 
about situations you know will pose a 
temptation. Know where you are weak 
and take action in advance to avoid those 
situations where possible, and remove 
destructive options where necessary. 

Perhaps you get into trouble when you 
have too much idle time. If so, plan your 
free time. Stay active. Make sure you are 
getting regular, vigorous physical exer-
cise. Rather than using those idle mo-
ments in the wrong activities, force your-
self to get up and go for a run or shoot 
some basketball. Keep your mind active 
as well, so it won’t have an opportunity 
to wander into places it shouldn’t. 

Perhaps being alone is a problem 
for you. If you are going to be traveling 

alone and you tend to be tempted by a 
hotel’s adult movies-on-demand, stay 
only at hotels that enable you to block 
those capabilities—and do so before you 
arrive. If necessary, have the hotel staff 
remove the tv from your room. 

At times temptation will still arise—
or, in a moment of weakness, you may 
seek out something you should not. 
When things begin to go off track, you 

Porn Free

 We all need to step back and rigorously, honestly evaluate our 
				              media consumption, specifically its negative effects on us.
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must have emergency procedures you can 
immediately follow.

Immediate Action  Understand this: It is 
not a sin in and of itself to have a tempt-
ing thought. The “prince of the power 
of the air” (Ephesians 2:2)—Satan the 
devil—is actually capable of injecting 
thoughts in our minds. 

The sin is allowing ourselves to dwell 
on that temptation.

That’s why it is important to become 
skilled at directing our thoughts—to get 
in the habit of immediately stopping a 
sinful line of thinking the moment we 
recognize it. That is realistically the 
best—and perhaps only—moment you 
can make a genuine choice to block it. 
Once you’ve tossed it around mentally a 
few times, it can be virtually impossible 
to then get rid of it before it leads to a 
sinful act. As James wrote, “[E]very man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed. [Notice—‘every 
man’! You are not alone!] Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death” (James 1:14-15).

At the first moment of temptation, 
you must break that thought before it 
takes root. Imagine a big red “NO” being 
written across your mind. Notice the sky. 
Whistle. Pinch your cheek. Get out your 
Bible and read a random passage. Go to a 
private spot and pray. Whatever it takes. 

If you find yourself mulling over 
plans about how you may be able to see a 
certain book or movie or go to a certain 
place, you must expunge those thoughts 
immediately and force yourself to think 
on something else. The longer you let 
the wrong thoughts linger, the harder 
they are to evict and the likelier they are 
to lead to action.

When you are alone in a place where 
people don’t know you, it may be easy to 
take advantage of your anonymity and 
convince yourself that no one will know 

if you succumb to lust—but of course, 
God sees everything. It is to Him that we 
are most accountable. Put any thoughts 
to the contrary out of your mind as 
quickly as possible. 

What do you do if you fail?
If you find yourself looking at por-

nography, stop immediately. The 
lust is bad enough—but the sin is com-
pounded when we continue to violate 
our own conscience, carrying on with 

the wrongful act even after recognizing 
it as wrong. In such a situation, the mo-
ment you realize you are off track, stand 
up and walk away, throw the magazine 
down, turn off the computer—do what-
ever you must to stop without delay. 

The biblical command is simple: Flee 
fornication (1 Corinthians 6:18). 

That’s right. Don’t wrestle in your 
mind. Don’t try to be cool, calm and col-
lected. Flee. Physically run—get away 
from the source of temptation. Often in 
our battle for purity in the world, if we 
just get out of the physical environment, 
the temptation will diminish or disap-
pear. Joseph is an example—when he 
was propositioned to commit adultery, 
he ran, leaving his garment in the hand 
of the adulteress.

If you’re watching tv or a movie and 
sexual content comes up, immediately 
change the channel, turn off the tv, walk 
out of the theater—at the very least for 
that scene. If someone around you is tell-
ing raunchy stories or jokes, walk away or 
change the conversation. Tell the person 
you don’t want to hear such things.

If you have failed, you must try to learn 
from the situation so you don’t repeat it. 
Trace the lead-up to your decision to view 
the pornography. Try to discern how you 
got into it in the first place. Then take the 
necessary measures to deny yourself that 
option the next time around.

Eliminating lustful options for your-
self is liberating. It may be difficult for 
a moment, but you will experience tre-
mendous peace of mind when you no 
longer have to toss back and forth, wres-
tling with your own thoughts, over some 
temptation that is still within your reach. 

Powerful Help  All of the strategies we have 
been discussing are essentially tangible, 
physical means of eliminating or at least 
minimizing the temptations presented by 
this world and our own minds. It is worth 
every effort to keep ourselves clean from 

pornography. Every time we indulge in 
it we hurt ourselves and break down our 
character; every time we take the high 
ground and avoid it we spare ourselves and 
our loved ones real pain and anguish.

The trouble is, many people have 
deep-rooted sexual addictions that can-
not be solved by such simplistic meth-
ods. They suffer the effects of childhood 
trauma, deep emotional emptiness, and/

or simple entrenched habit. Some have 
tried countless times to free themselves 
from the deadly grip of porn and always 
stumbled and again become ensnared.

The plain truth is, willpower alone 
will not, in most cases, solve the prob-
lem. So often, the spirit is willing—but 
the flesh is just too weak to produce 
lasting change! True freedom from por-
nography and lust cannot come from 
the “flesh.” 

But it can come.
The Bible is filled with promises of spir-

itual help in overcoming such obstacles! 
Read this guarantee in Psalms 119:9-

11: “Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word. With my whole 
heart have I sought thee: O let me not 
wander from thy commandments. Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee.” Christ Him-
self supported this fact in John 8:32: 
“And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.”

Notice too this ironclad promise in 
James 4:7-8: “Submit yourselves there-
fore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, 
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded.”

These are promises God makes to 
His begotten children—those in whom, 
upon His calling them and their re-
sponding in repentance, He has impart-
ed a measure of His Holy Spirit life. He 
then fulfills these promises through the 
power of that Spirit. This awesome spiri-
tual power is not available to any but 
those whom He has called and to whom 
He has given it upon their repentance.

Perhaps God is convicting you and 
calling you to repentance—a com-
plete turnaround from a life of sin to a 
life of overcoming, using the power of 
God’s Holy Spirit. God wants all people 
to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9), but 
at this point He is calling only a very few 

to do so. If you believe you may be one of 
them, request immediately a free copy of 
our potent and convicting little booklet 
Repentance Toward God. It 
could be the first step to-
ward truly ridding yourself 
of the evils of pornography 
and lust, and achieving the 
true purity God wants in 
your life!� n

  Eliminating lustful options for yourself is liberating. It may be 
					     difficult for a moment, but success brings great peace of mind.
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You Shall Not Steal

King David, a man 
who loved God 
deeply, wrote, “The 
law of the Lord is 

perfect, converting the soul 
…” (Psalms 19:7). The word 
convert here carries the color-
ful meaning of turning back 
to an original starting point. 
This word holds firm the idea 
of turning away from a life 
of sin back to living the way 
God lives. Of course, that 
is what the Ten Command-
ments are all about. God has 
given us these incredible, 
perfect laws so we can turn 
our lives around. 

To this point in our series, we have 
learned that with the giving of the first 
four commandments, God places the 
greatest importance on our relationship 
with Him. In the next three command-
ments, God teaches how to protect the 
next most important relationships: parent 
and child, husband and wife, our neigh-
bor—members of the larger human race. 
Even more, we must not only put a high 
value on our relationships, we must pro-
tect the health and safety of every human 
life! Obedience to God’s laws is the only 
true way that leads to peace, happiness 
and a wonderfully abundant life.

Eighth Commandment Stated  With the 
Eighth Commandment, God protects the 
right of all human beings to own proper-
ty. From the highest part of Mount Sinai, 
God thundered out to Israel, “Thou shalt 
not steal” (Exodus 20:15). Few stop to 
even consider this commandment in our 
21st-century world. Yet every nation on 
Earth is sick with an epidemic of theft. 

There are the obvious thefts—street 
muggings, bank heists, auto theft and 
shoplifting. Nations go to war to steal 
what belongs to another nation. But there 
exists a more menacing kind of stealing—
white-collar crime. Recognize that this is 
not just a problem in corporate America. 
The executive-suite greed at Enron and 
other companies reflects only the tip of 
the iceberg; many employees who point 

In his book The Cheat-
ing Culture, David Callahan 
wrote, “Cheating is every-
where. By cheating I mean 
breaking the rules to get ahead 
academically, professionally 
or financially. Some of this 
cheating involves violating the 
law; some does not. Either way, 
most of it is by people who, on 
the whole, view themselves as 
upstanding members of soci-
ety. Again and again, Ameri-
cans who wouldn’t so much 
as shoplift a pack of chewing 
gum are committing felonies 
at tax time, betraying the trust 
of their patients, misleading 

investors, ripping off their insurance 
company or lying to their clients.”

Remember, all sin begins in the mind 
with wrong thinking. The problem of 
theft in our society shows how wrong 
our thinking is. Most justify their thefts 
by saying, Everybody does it. This will 
never make stealing okay! If all people 
would honestly measure their individu-
al actions against the Eighth Command-
ment and then change, imagine the rev-
olution in our modern world! Abundant 
prosperity would break out on every 
continent. Let’s understand this impor-
tant commandment.

God-Given Right to Property  There is a very 
positive side to the command. According 
to God’s Word and His law, every hu-
man being has the right to own property. 
The Apostle John clearly communicated 
God’s desires for our personal prosper-
ity and well-being. He wrote, “Beloved, 
I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth” (3 John 2). God has no de-
sire for any human being to live in pov-
erty and squalor. In fact, God desires us 
to have the many good material things 
in this life, as long as we do not put any 
of them before Him. This is wonderful 
knowledge. The command also teaches 
that every human being has the duty to 
protect the property of other people. 
How? By not stealing what another owns.

Stealing is the “acceptable” sin. Could you be a thief? 
Here’s how you can prevent this sin from entering into your life.  By Dennis Leap

an accusative finger at corporate leaders 
think nothing about stealing from their 
employers. In fact, white-collar crime has 
permeated every level of our society.

The National White Collar Crime 
Center reported in 2000 that one in 
three American households are victims 
of white-collar crime. That statistic 
should shock us. Yet the problem is far 
worse. Police estimate that only 41 per-
cent of those crimes are reported. This 
means that less than half of all white-
collar crimes are ever prosecuted.

White-collar robberies come in many 
different forms. Most people are well 
aware of telemarketing schemes, false ad-
vertising and inflated pricing. We suffer 
from a new wave of white-collar crime. 
The computer and advancements of the 
Internet have opened the door to high-
tech crimes. People have their identities 
and credit card numbers stolen. Others 
have their checking accounts and sav-
ings accounts drained. Authorities are 
scrambling to develop new legal tools to 
handle this out-of-control problem. Yet 
we should not have to write new laws to 
handle it. There already is a law written 
with the finger of God (Exodus 31:18). It 
is a very simple law: You shall not steal!

We must realize that the majority of 
people in this world are stealing from 
someone. How? Few people question the 
attitude of getting the best of someone 
else. This is stealing! 
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This commandment shows there are 
two right ways you can come into posses-
sion of anything. The first is by receiv-
ing a gift from another person, which 
includes God. The second is by honest la-
bor—earning something as a just return. 
Paul taught this easy-to-understand 
Bible principle. He wrote to the Ephe-
sians, “Let him that stole steal no more: 
but rather let him labour, working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that 
he may have to give to him that needeth” 
(Ephesians 4:28). God considers it theft if 
you obtain property any other way.

In principle, any form of gambling—
in play or business—is a sin against the 
Eighth Commandment. Why? Gam-
bling is the effort to obtain money or 
goods without honest labor. Gambling 
is simply robbery—taking something 
that belongs to someone else. Besides 
playing games like cards or dice for 
money, gambling also includes lotteries 
and sweepstakes. These activities spawn 
an insatiable lust for possession without 
working for it. Government-supported 
lotteries often offer multiple millions of 
dollars to their citizens. Yet, it is the poor 
and disadvantaged who are most hurt by 
lotteries. Many spend money necessary 
for food and clothing on lotto tickets 
that, considering the incredible odds, 
never deliver the desired life of ease. 

Paul warned the young evangelist 
Timothy, “For the love of money is the 
root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10). Paul is speak-
ing about avarice—the greed for gain. 
This kind of mind-set attracts other evils. 
So we should not be surprised to know 
that the major casinos and gambling cen-
ters attract prostitution rings, drug-traf-
ficking and organized crime. Where is the 
true happiness in these kinds of lifestyles? 
There is none—only sorrow upon sorrow.

Just Weights and Measures  Do some deep 
thinking about current business and 
economic policies. We have built sys-
tems that thrive on theft. God cautioned 
the nation Israel, “Ye shall do no unrigh-
teousness in judgment, in meteyard, in 
weight, or in measure. Just balances, just 
weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall 
ye have: I am the Lord your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt” 
(Leviticus 19:35-36). God intended that 
His people be just in business. Israel was 
to have an exemplary economy—an ex-
ample for the whole world to follow.

Yet, what do we find in our nations to-
day? We are plagued with business prac-
tices that are the direct opposite of just 
weights and measures. In principle, ma-
jor industries and individual merchants 
use unjust weights and measures contin-
ually. There is not room enough in this 
article to cover every area of theft in our 
business practices. Let’s discuss a few.

Manufacturers use false advertis-
ing—making false claims—to trick buy-
ers into unnecessary purchases. There 

are hundreds of infomercials promis-
ing consumers that some newly devel-
oped pill will provide miracle weight 
loss, weight gain, hair restoration, or 
increased sexual potency, to name just 
a few. In many cases, these infomercials 
contain willful lies. Other high-pressure 
infomercials offer exercise equipment, 
kitchen appliances or other work-saving 
products that either do not work or are 
made of poor-quality materials. Such 
practices literally rob consumers.

Major manufacturers of necessary 
items such as automobiles, furniture, 
homes and clothing use inferior materi-
als to make their products, yet still charge 
a price far in excess of the real value of 
the product. This is stealing. Besides 
hurting consumers, the poor quality of a 
majority of our manufactured products 
is also causing the decrease in demand 
for American and British exports.

One modern industry most guilty of 
outright theft is the food-processing in-
dustry. Greedy for profits, modern prac-
tices for growing and packaging foods 
rob consumers of any real food value. 
Current farming methods—using chem-
ical fertilizers and pesticides—not only 
destroy precious soil, but poison our 
foods. In addition, foods are so highly 
processed that the life-building vitamins 
and minerals God created to be in them 
are removed. What are the results? As 
food producers fill their bank accounts, 
people suffer from poor health. Honest 
medical professionals know that most of 
our medical maladies are the direct re-
sult of poor diets. Of course, our society 
is full of personal ignorance of proper 

diet and exercise. Nevertheless, the food 
industry has its part in the declining 
health of our nations. Knowingly rob-
bing consumers of their health is one of 
the most serious thefts of all.

Banking, credit card and lending insti-
tutions are guilty of charging excessive in-
terest rates to many people already caught 
in serious financial woes. Here is a prime 
example: Some credit card companies 
advertise balance transfers to lower-rate 
cards as the solution for those suffering 
from higher-interest balances. Yet, some 
transfer schemes only add to the problem. 
It is well-known that if you move balances 
to a card with an existing balance at a high 
interest rate, the credit card company will 
pay off the lower-interest balance first. 
This means that the higher interest rates 
on remaining balances keep mounting 
up. This is mugging by plastic!

Honest Work—Honest Wages  We discussed 
in previous articles that God’s purpose for 
human life is to build His very character 
in all who so desire. God will not force 
His purpose on anyone. We must choose 
God’s way! Jesus Christ plainly taught this 
to His disciples: “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect” (Matthew 5:48). We must live our 
lives just as God lives His life. God does 
not live a life of ease. He is a working God. 
Christ also said, “My Father worketh hith-
erto, and I work” (John 5:17). God works. 
Jesus Christ came to this Earth and did 
His Father’s work. Both are still working 
today. We must do the same. 

There is a serious warning here for 
both management and labor.

Employers should not defraud employ-
ees who do good work. Jesus Christ taught, 
“[F]or the labourer is worthy of his hire” 
(Luke 10:7). Yet this is a common problem 
in our working world. Some businesses 
even require workers to work under de-
plorable conditions. The Apostle James 
warns, “Behold, the hire of the labourers 
who have reaped down your fields, which 
is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and 
the cries of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of sa-
baoth” (James 5:4). God requires employ-
ers to give an honest day’s wage for an 
honest day’s work. Recognize that God 
hears the cries of defrauded workers.

In a similar vein, God expects laborers 
to give a full day’s effort for their wages. 
This is where labor unions violate God’s 
law. Many employees rob their employ-
ers when their unions sponsor work 
slowdowns and stoppages. Some effi-

A fundamental lesson 
all nations need to learn 

is that God owns the 
universe and Earth.

To take a wage without 
giving full effort is 

stealing. God expects 
laborers to really work.
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cient, hard-working individuals are put 
down or ostracized by their fellow union 
employees for working too quickly. 

Here is the point. To take a wage with-
out giving full effort is stealing. It is a gen-
erally accepted fact that, on average, em-
ployees are productive for only six hours 
in an eight-hour work day. Some employ-
ees live for the morning break, afternoon 
break, coffee break or smoke break. We 
should be more passionate about our 
work than our breaks. Many less-advan-
taged countries now outwork America 
and Britain. Our economies are paying a 
heavy price for our national laziness.

Many employees do not even think 
twice about stealing from their employ-
ers. Although only a few may consider 
embezzling millions of dollars, thou-
sands will lift office supplies, materials, 
coffee, food, cleaning products and even 
toilet paper from their places of employ-
ment. Some employees even run personal 
businesses from their work place—using 
office equipment like computers and tele-
phones—while on the payrolls of their 
employers. This is outright stealing. 

Stealing From God  Stealing from other 
humans is not the only principle involved 
in the Eighth Commandment. Because 
God is not real to most people, humans 
fail to see Him as property owner. The 
Prophet Haggai records God’s own 
words: “The silver is mine, and the gold 
is mine, saith the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 
2:8). Are you robbing God? Don’t be too 
sure you’re not.

In Malachi 3, addressing modern-day 
Israel (the United States, Britain and the 
tiny nation of Israel), God speaks out: 
“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 
thee? In tithes and offerings” (Malachi 
3:8). Few religious people obey God’s 
tithing system established throughout 
the pages of the Bible. A tithe is simply 
a tenth of one’s income. Paul shows that 
the ministry that is truly doing God’s 
work has the right to receive God’s tithe 
(Hebrews 7:5). 

God continues: “Ye are cursed with a 
curse: for ye have robbed me, even this 
whole nation” (Malachi 3:9). A funda-
mental lesson all nations need to learn is 
that God owns the universe and Earth. 
God placed within the Earth matter, 
materials and energies—the very means 
to produce wealth. God is sharing His 
goods with all men. In essence, He gives 
all men the power to get wealth (Deu-
teronomy 8:18). He expects us to return 

something to Him—a tenth! For more 
information about God’s tithing system, 
please write for our reprint articles “The 
Man Who Couldn’t Afford to Tithe” and 
“Ending Your Financial Worries.” 

Why does God require this of men? 
The answer is astounding. God promis-
es, “Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out 

a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10). God 
asks for a tenth to fill His house, or work. 
Why? He wants to bless us even more. 

Living by God’s tithing system is 
a blessed way to live. In our modern 
world, it is a challenge, but the outcome 
is always truly miraculous. God says He 
will bless you when you begin tithing 
as He commands. He always keeps His 
word. He never breaks a promise. Thou-
sands of case histories exist that prove 
God keeps His word. God blesses those 
who obey Him—even in financial ways. 
The material blessing may not be imme-
diate. God does expect us to obey, trust 
and exercise faith in Him. The great God 
will do His part. 

As a loving Father, God even protects 
from financial harm those who are faith-
ful to Him. He says, “And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not 
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. 
And all nations shall call you blessed: for 
ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (verses 11-12). These prom-
ises are certain. Even though our nations 
are failing God on the national level—we 
are suffering curses in our weather and 
economy—God will still bless individu-
als. Are you up to the challenge?

Living the Give Way  It is time for all peo-
ple to seriously consider this command-
ment. Our eternal life is dependent upon 
how well we obey God’s own words, “You 
shall not steal.” Paul clearly understood 
and taught this. He wrote, “Know ye not 

that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: nei-
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revil-
ers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 
No thief will enter into the Kingdom of 
God. We have outlined for you some of 
the ways men violate this law. It is up to 
you to do more self-examination.

As we examine ourselves, we must 
not fail to understand the positive side 
of this commandment. Stealing is clearly 
condemned. However, we must come to 
see that working and giving represent the 
positive way to live. There is certainly 
nothing wrong with gaining property and 
possessions through honest labor; how-
ever, property and possessions should not 
be gained to merely satisfy personal de-
sires. God wants us to learn to share our 
excess with others by giving. 

The spirit of the Eighth Command-
ment shows that we could be stealing 
from another by not working or not giv-
ing to someone in need. Of course, the 
greatest need for most people in this 
world today is to be given God’s pre-
cious truth. Bible prophecy shows that 
as times grow critically worse, the truth 
will be the only thing that will deliver 
people from the natural calamities, 
plagues, violence and wars to come. If 
you would like to know more about how 
you can support this great work of God, 
write to the address on the back cover of 
this magazine.

Paul taught the ministry at Ephesus, “I 
have showed you all things, how that so 
labouring ye ought to support the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Work-
ing honestly and living the give way of 
life fulfill the spirit of the Eighth Com-
mandment. God showers incredible 
blessings upon those who give as He 
does. God is the perfect example of living 
the give way of life. James tells us, “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning” (James 
1:17). The very nature of God focuses on 
working, producing and giving. God 
would never steal from any other being 
in any form. If we truly desire eternal 
life, we must learn to be the same way. 
Let’s work hard to obey the command 
that says, You shall not steal.� n

A fundamental lesson 
all nations need to learn 

is that God owns the 
universe and Earth.

To take a wage without 
giving full effort is 

stealing. God expects 
laborers to really work.
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Problem Keeps 
Getting Bigger

ing tv and playing video 
games—it promotes a sed-
entary lifestyle. This change 
in family life even has many 

Honey, I overfed the 
kids. According to the 

Christian Science Monitor, 
in the past 30 years, obesity 
has doubled in 2-to-5-year-
old children and tripled for 
those ages 6 to 11 (November 
3). Today, over 15 percent of 
children between 6 and 19 are 
considered obese. 

Experts have always been 
quick to point out that too 
much junk food and tv are 
the big contributors to child 
obesity, but other problems 
are now taking the spotlight.

One factor is the academic 
load for most youngsters. 
More schools are assigning 
more schoolwork while cut-
ting back on time allotted for 
recess. Fewer than 6 percent 
of high schools require upper-
classmen to take physical ed-
ucation classes. The emphasis 
on academics is sending the 
message that basic physical 
activities are unproductive. 
Some schools are eliminating 
physical activities from their 
curricula altogether. 

Another factor contribut-
ing to the rise of child obe-
sity is the consumer culture 
in America. Children spend 
five times more time shop-
ping than playing outdoors. 

Perhaps the most dis-
turbing cause is lack of pa-
rental supervision during 
after-school hours. Because 
parents are not home to 
keep an eye on any playtime 
outdoors, latchkey kids are 
often confined to the home 
until their parents return 
from work. According to 
the same article, more than 
14 million children between 
kindergarten and 12th grade 
have no parent home after 
school. This not only pre-
vents them from playing 
outside, it increases the like-
lihood of snacking, watch-

h e a l t h young children mak-
ing their own dinners 
too. (For more infor-
mation on problems 
associated with unsu-
pervised children, re-
fer to our August 2004 
articles “Motherhood: 
The Untold Story” 
and “Fatherhood 
101,” which can be 
found under “Issue 
Archives” at www 
.theTrumpet.com.)

To reverse this 
trend, schools must 
rediscover the value 
of physical activity in 

a balanced education. More 
importantly, parents must ac-
cept responsibility for teach-
ing children how to live.

Apparently, cof-
fee and caffein-

ated, sugary sodas no 
longer do the trick for 
students who need a 
boost while studying. 
Now they’re pop-
ping pills. The most 
common drug they 
are using is called 
Adderall. 

Like Ritalin, the drug is prescribed to people with atten-
tion deficit disorder. For academic performance, Adderall 
users find it easier to concentrate longer on school work 
and make their time studying more productive. Some stu-
dents even take the drug immediately before taking impor-
tant tests, such as the sat. It’s common enough that it has 
some teachers concerned about their students’ health.

As with any quick fix, there are side effects. While it 
might increase alertness, Adderall can cause insomnia, a 
loss of appetite and weight loss. Some doctors worry that 
the excess hyperactivity can cause emotional and physi-
cal strains while increasing the chance of heart attacks 
and strokes. And, like any other amphetamine, Adderall 
can become addictive. 

Though it’s a prescribed drug, students still find ways 
of obtaining it. Some find add patients and buy pills 
from them. Others go direct to the source and lie to doc-
tors in order to receive prescriptions.

God’s way is much simpler, a lot less expensive, and 
it actually improves your long-term health: It’s plenty of 
drinking water, fresh air, lots of fruits and vegetables, ad-
equate sleep and occasional exercise.

Academic 
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And So Do 
the Portions
Hardee’s just intro-

duced its biggest 
burger yet—the Monster 
Thickburger. Now the unof-
ficial king of all burgers, it 
packs two 1/3-pound beef pat-
ties, four strips of bacon, three 
slices of American cheese 
and mayonnaise between 
two buttered sesame seed 
buns. Incredibly, the burger 
is loaded with a whopping 
1,420 calories and 107 grams 
of fat (McDonald’s Big Mac 
has 600 calories). The Center 
for Nutritional Policy and 
Promotion recommends 
a daily calorie intake of 
between 1,600 and 2,800. 

Hardee’s doesn’t seem the 
least bit concerned about the 
possibility of lawsuits com-
ing from obese customers. 
Last year, two lawsuits were 
filed and later dismissed 
against McDonald’s for mak-
ing people fat. 

The fast food industry has 
also received heat from the 
award-winning documentary 
Supersize Me, which targeted 
fast food chains as a major 
source of American obe-
sity. The Center for Science 
in the Public Interest, an 
advocate for nutrition and 
health, called Thickburgers 
“food porn.” Other news 
releases have referred to this 
new burger as a “monument 
to decadence.” Despite all 
this, Hardee’s stands by its 
Thickburger. Sales of the 
product have been steady.
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f a m i l y

Being Homemaker Pays 
Times (London), November 11
“New mothers would 
be paid £150 a week to 
stay at home and look 
after their babies under 
radical plans proposed by 
the Conservatives today. 
Michael Howard, the Tory 
leader, will float the idea 
of extended maternity 
benefit, available for up 
to a year …. Surveys con-
sistently show that these 
women are unhappy at 
being forced back to work 
to make ends meet.”

d r u g s

FDA Less Strict?
Washington Post, November 18
“In the past four years, 
the Food and Drug 
Administration has taken 
a noticeably less aggressive 
approach toward policing 
drugs that cause harmful 
side effects, records show, 
leading some lawmakers, 
academics and consumer 
advocates to complain 
that the agency is focus-
ing more on bolstering the 
pharmaceutical industry 
than protecting public 
health.” U.S. Senator 
Charles E. Grassley said, 
“One of my concerns is 
that the fda has a rela-
tionship with drug com-
panies that is too cozy.”

m o r a l i t y

College Replaces Church 
CNN.com, November 8
Tom Wolfe’s new fic-
tion novel explores hedo-
nistic college life, where 
the heroine sheds her 
small-town ideals and 
“matriculates to the world 
of sex, drinking and ma-
terialism …. Wolfe said 
the idea of a college novel 
interested him [partly] 
because college has re-
placed the church as a 
moral touchstone.”

i n  b r i e f

Societywatch is compiled 
and edited by Stephen Flurry, 
with assistance from the 
Trumpet’s editorial team. If you 
run across items that could be 
used here, send them to us at 
societywatch, P.O. Box 1099, 
Edmond, OK 73083, or e-mail 
societywatch@theTrumpet.com. 
If you e-mail a story from a 
website, be sure to include the 
URL address.

Double 
Homicide

a b o r t i o n

In some instances, abor-
tion is killing more than 

just the unborn child. The 
deaths of three would-be 
mothers have been linked 
to the abortion pill ru486, 
called Mifeprex. 

The Food and Drug 
Administration (fda) has 
also reported 676 other ad-
verse events that have been 
linked to the pill. These 
reports range from women 
experiencing dizziness and 
sickness to women being 
hospitalized. Seventy-two 
women have bled so much 
after taking the pill that they 
needed blood transfusions. 
The fda has also issued new 
warnings that the ru486 pill 
may cause life-threatening 
bacterial infections.

Danco Laboratories, the 
company that produces 
Mifeprex, stands behind its 
product and states that it is 
safe and effective. There is a 
warning on the box, but the 
fda will expand it to include 
information about bacterial 
infections and bleeding. Since 
the fda approved the pill 
in 2000, 360,000 American 
women have used it.

that 85 of them had “a 
lot” of sugar, while 
40 percent had lots of 
salt. The study noted 
that the worst of the 

lot were marketed 
directly at children. It 

isn’t uncommon for some 
of the most popular brands 

to contain upwards of 40 per-
cent refined sugar.

It wasn’t always this way, 
as William Dufty wrote in his 
book Sugar Blues. “Vegetables, 
fruits, berries, and nuts—
these natural sources of what 
we now call vitamin C—had 
been sweets until concen-
trated, refined sugar was mar-
keted. Sugar was an unnatural 
sweet that had been robbed of 
its vitamin C in the refining 
process, which was when 90 
percent of the natural cane 
was removed.”

No wonder many diseases 
associated with high-sugar 
diets are now afflicting the 
young.

Bowl of Candy

Eating a bowl of cereal, 
once a childhood favor-

ite, is becoming increasingly 
popular as the meal of choice 
for teenagers and young 
adults. According to the New 
York Times (November 14), 
cereal is becoming the staple 
in the average college student 
diet. It’s consumed so fre-
quently that it can hardly be 
considered only a breakfast 
food. The article explains 
that some college students 
eat it for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and snacks.

Eager entrepreneurs, hav-
ing picked up on the trend, 
are milking it for all it’s 
worth. “A new restaurant 
called Cereality Cereal Bar 
and Café is scheduled to 
open … on the University  
of Pennsylvania campus, 
with a menu of more than 30 
cereals and even more top-
pings served by pajama-clad 
‘cereologists’ …” (ibid.). A 
restaurant specializing in 
cereals has also opened near 
Arizona State University.

Not surprisingly, nutri-
tionists are concerned. One 
professor of nutrition at New 
York University, Marion 
Nestle, said that eating ce-
real was just “an excuse to 
eat candy.” While it may be 
true that a handful of cereals 
might make for a semi-nutri-
tious meal, the ones that are 
most common on campuses 
(judging by those mentioned 
in the New York Times piece) 
are loaded with sugar. 

Earlier this year, research-
ers examined the contents of 
100 popular cereals and found 
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Prozac: Bad to 
the Bone?

“Side effects may 
include …” is a common 

expression in our drug-happy 
society. And now, a new study 
shows that Prozac—today 
common fare for depressed 
children—may impair bone 
growth. “Researchers say 
cellular mechanisms impor-
tant to bone growth may 
shut down in the presence of 
the drug, hindering healthy 
skeletal development” 
(HealthDay, November 11).

Additionally, all antide-
pressants must now carry 
a “black box” warning, the 
government’s strongest safe-
ty alert, linking the drugs to 
increased suicidal thoughts 
and behavior among chil-
dren and teens taking them.

Just how dangerous are 
these drugs on which so 
many have come to rely for 
their mental well-being?
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letters@theTrumpet.com
or: The Trumpet, P.O. Box 1099, 

Edmond, OK 73083

l e t t e r s

Comments?

the coming Kingdom of God. I hope to 
someday follow in your footsteps and 
live by the law of God. By reading your 
magazine and booklets, I am able to see 
world events through the Trumpet and 
am amazed by our nation’s response 
to the terrorists. We are blinded by the 
media and the prince of the power of 
the air. Please continue to warn our na-
tion of coming events. We need to hear 
and believe and heed your warning.

Juan Montoya

n

I have thoroughly enjoyed your 
sample of the Trumpet; I couldn’t put it 
down. I am looking forward to having 
a year’s subscription and consider you 
and your publication a true blessing. 
Though the events you talk about seem 
frightening and hopeless, your articles 
put it all in the perspective of God mak-
ing it good news. This has affected my 
own life in a wonderful way, giving me 
hope and a peaceful feeling in the most 
stressful and weary of situations. 
Theresa Castongvay—Douglasville, Ga.

n

Stem-Cell Research
While visiting my mother, who is 
an avid reader and subscriber to your 
magazine, I was drawn in by an article 
on stem-cell research (September-Octo-
ber). This was a very enlightening topic. 
Although I have heard a little on the sub-
ject, I did not quite grasp the seriousness 
of it. Now, after that mini education on 
how it works, I am still a little ambiva-
lent about this subject. But I will con-
tinue to follow this story which is sure to 
be a contentious topic in many debates 
for months or even years to come. 

Monica Ward—New York City, N.Y.

n

Thank you, I’ve been searching all 
my life for these answers. Thank you for 
the literature. Words can’t explain how 
much thanks I feel. 

Nitcole Gebo—Northampton, Mass.

n

Carrying on the Work
I am writing you to sincerely thank 
you for all the reading material you so 
unselfishly provide me. Not only the 
wonderful Trumpet magazine that I ea-

gerly await the arrival of every month, 
but also the booklets and pamphlets you 
have sent. … I am so overwhelmed and 
happy every single time I finish read-
ing and studying Scripture alongside 
all the material you provide. I am so 
joyous that you, the pcg and Mr. Flurry 
as pastor general, continue to carry on 
the beautiful work begun by Herbert W. 
Armstrong many years ago. …

Joseph Brunner—Bunker Hill, Ind.

n

I was just reintroduced to the 
Trumpet. I read the Plain Truth under 
Mr. Armstrong years ago. Now I am 
aware of this great truth now continu-
ing with the tool of the Trumpet. … I 
read through a stack of back issues [in-
cluding those on] the court case battle 
and the rightful outcome. God’s truth 
will not be withheld! … I am very sure 
the Philadelphia Church of God is the 
voice of God and a true servant under 
His care. … You are producing a vital 
link that has tried to be hidden under 
a mass of false teaching and direction. 
Please continue to meet the forces of 
darkness head on. …

William Gilvin—Crestview, Fla.

n

I wanted to thank the pcg and Mr. 
Flurry for all his prophetic insights. … 
The end-time work is most important. 
The world needs to know the one and 
only true God before the Great Tribula-
tion comes. I’m looking forward to the 
wonderful World Tomorrow with Satan 
cast out, when we will learn God’s true 
ways from our Lord Jesus Christ and 
His saints. Thank you again for bring-
ing us the plain truth about our Creator.

Gerardo Estevez—Chicago, Ill.

n

I have only recently had my under-
standing opened by the books you send 
out. … I am amazed at what is being 
said by our news media, or rather what 
is not being said. It is as if they have 
their heads in the sand …. 

David Harris—Leaksville, Miss.

Agriculture
I’m writing to you in regard to your 
article “The Downfall of American Ag-
riculture” (September-October). I found 
it very informative, but there was one 
key that was left out: the land sabbath 
as described in Leviticus 25. Just as the 
wages of sin is death to mankind, so it 
is with our once-fertile farmland. This 
commandment is just as important as 
any other commandment, if not more. 
However, if mankind is not keeping the 
weekly Sabbath, or God’s feast days, I 
doubt they would observe the sabbath 
of our land either. From my view, to in-
corporate the land sabbath at this point 
in time may be too little, too late. When 
people accept God’s plan of salvation, 
they should strive to be a good steward 
of His Word—that is, all of God’s Word 
from Genesis to Revelation. …

James Booker—Henning, Tenn.
The article you refer to placed the blame for 
American agriculture’s downfall on the nation’s 
rejection of God’s laws, and these certainly 
include the land sabbath. The land sabbath is 
indeed a most important part of God’s agricul-
tural law that is ignored today, to the detriment 
of America’s land. 

n

U.S. Responsibility
I just read your article “The Scary 
Truth Behind the Milosevic Trial” (Sep-
tember-October). In that article and 
many others, you continue to support 
the present Iraqi and U.S. war. You call 
Saddam a terrorist, and you’re still not 
convinced that he did not have wmd. 
Saddam may have been a terrorist dicta-
tor, and I do believe that it was time for 
him to be removed from power. 	
However, it was the U.S. government 
who gave Saddam Hussein weapons of 
mass destruction in the first place during 
the 1980s when Iraq and Iran were at war. 
Thus, the U.S. government is even more 
responsible for the innocent people who 
were killed by Saddam. The U.S. govern-
ment loves to talk about how Saddam 
used wmd on his own people but never 
wants to acknowledge the fact we gave 
Saddam the weapons in the first place.

Marlon Evans—Corcoran, Calif.

n

I am a soldier currently in Iraq. 
I know what the Philadelphia Church 
of God teaches and that you advocate 
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c o m m e n t a r y

The United States elections this year cost a re-
cord $4 billion—about a billion dollars more than the 
2000 elections. Was it worth it? Well, that depends on 
your point of view.

Conservatives, who generally champion traditional family 
values and esteem leadership with moral backbone, are elated. 
The Republican victories in the White House and Congress in-
spire hope in the hearts and minds of millions of voters. Many 
hope their government will curb the 
decadent decline of our modern soci-
ety. They hope their government will 
support efforts to halt the spread of 
same-sex marriages. They hope the 
president will have the opportunity to 
nominate judges to the Supreme Court 
who, when confirmed, will overturn 
the infamous 1973 decision (Roe v. 
Wade) that legalized abortion. They 
hope their government will provide a 
moral compass for moral change that 
will usher in an era of tranquility.

On the other hand, those more 
concerned with the economic preser-
vation of their homeland are deeply 
bothered by the results. They envi-
sion a continuation of policies that 
threaten the economic stability of 
their great nation. They foresee the rich getting richer and the 
poor getting poorer while the middle class gets squeezed out 
of the picture with nobody to look after the poor—a recipe for 
class conflict. They fear that ballooning budget deficits, bur-
geoning trade deficits, social security shortfalls, lackluster job 
growth and stagnation of wage income will only get worse. 

The U.S. is heavily reliant on foreign investors and central 
banks to subsidize its deficits. In August, foreign private in-
vestors sold $2 billion more U.S. government bonds than they 
bought and dumped $4 billion more in stocks than they pur-
chased. Then, at a September 9 auction of government bonds, 
indirect bidders (including foreign governments) purchased 
only 3 percent of the bonds issued (normally they acquire al-
most half). These are omens of what lies ahead. 

Without steady foreign financing, the U.S. would have to 
drastically cut expenses and raise taxes. Or, it would have to 
substantially raise interest rates to continue to attract foreign 
investors. Either way, the standard of living would plunge. Since 
hostilities against the U.S. could contribute to foreign capital 
flight, the predominantly economy-minded voters are despon-
dent with the outcome of the election because they blame the 
president and his administration for the opposition the U.S. 
faces in the world. Now they figure it will only get worse.

Both sides are passionate about their beliefs and views. That’s 
one of the tragedies of the November elections—that divisions 
between Americans have been sharpened. The United States of 
America is rather disunited—the Republican “red states” clash-
ing with the Democratic “blue states”; urban against rural; and 

those perceived to be morally high-minded vehemently opposed 
to the morally depleted. Battle lines have formed and strategies 
to foil the other side’s agenda are already taking shape.

Truth be told, both sides have legitimate apprehensions, al-
though both sides have misdiagnosed the real cause of Ameri-
ca’s woes. The root cause of our troubles relates to who we are 
and what we have failed to do. 

America is descended from the so-called lost 10 tribes of Is-
rael! We are brothers with Britain and 
the modern State of Israel. You can 
prove this to yourself by requesting our 
free book The United States and Britain 
in Prophecy. Britain and America, like 
the Jews of Israel, have a history with 
God! Britain became a great common-
wealth of nations and America became 
the greatest nation on Earth because 
God ordained that it be so (Genesis 
35:11). But we have despised our heri-
tage and abdicated our responsibilities. 
We refuse to obey God. 

Regardless of our political per-
suasion or to which side we claim al-
legiance, God warns that the whole 
nation of America is spiritually sick—
from head to toe. Therefore, God is 
withdrawing His blessings and pro-

tection. That is the real reason for the mounting troubles in 
America. God is warning us to repent—to change our ways. If 
we don’t, our national problems will continue to increase. Then 
the blame rhetoric from both sides will become more heated 
and pronounced than ever before. Unity will be ever more elu-
sive. Division will lead to ruin. “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand” said Jesus (Matthew 12:25). 

Meanwhile, while we jostle and position ourselves to quash 
the “other side,” terrorists passionately pursue their goal—to 
kill as many Americans as possible, regardless of political af-
filiation, moral standing or anything else. God wants to save 
us from terror. But most will not heed the warning. Will you? 

God revealed to Daniel that in the last days, He would set 
up a literal worldwide government that would replace all of 
the Earth’s governments! (Daniel 2:44). Short of national re-
pentance, the only pragmatic solution for America’s ills—in-
deed the world’s—is a global government that enforces God’s 
way of life for the good of all people! Everyone will be on the 
same side. That is our last hope—and it’s coming soon! 
God promises that any individual who really repents will have 
a leadership position in that government (Revelation 2:26). 
Elections will be historical curiosities of a bygone era—God 
will appoint the rulers. You can be one of them, if you properly 
prepare by yielding to God and His way of life now. 

Prove what we say from your Bible. Request the Imperial 
College Bible Correspondence Course. Your enrollment is al-
ready paid for!� n

U.S. Election: Hope and Despair
The country is divided over how to view the Bush victory. Both sides are right—and wrong.  by fred dattolo

cause to celebrate?  The victorious first couple
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